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had done. He adverted to the contrariety of opin- | of his whole argument rests upon the idea, that if 


ions held as to the mode in which the operations 
of banks should be conducted, as affording some | 
evidence to show that they were not justified in 
attributing that conduct to a spirit of evil, which 
for ought they knew, might be the wisest measures 
of caution, and which certainly, therefore, should 
not justify Congress in withholding their assent to 
a measure which would at once relieve the commu- 
nity. The conduct of all banks, he contended, 
should be left to themselves. 
cumstances, he came to the conclusion, that if he 
were a political adherent of the President, (which 
he was not,) that although it was evident he de- 
sired to take all the responsibility of these meas- 
ures, yet, as he could not have foreseen their con- 
sequences, he should advise him not to keep on, 
inflexibly, toa course which was bringing destruc- 
tion on the community, and by means which were 
inroads on the Constiution. He considered the 
removal of one officer, for not complying with his | 
wishes, the act of removal, and the placing of the 
public money, as it had been, in State banks, as of 
this character. The public money had been treated 
as if it was private; and he referred to the alter- 
ation made in the resolutions by Mr. Marois, as 
confirming these views. He did not go so far as 
to say this was the union of the purse and the 
sword in the hands of the Executive, in the sense 
it was first used, but he would say, that it was a 
vast transfer of power to the Executive, and as 
such, it was in opposition to the spirit of the Con- 
stitution, The whole plan of State banks to trans- 
act their fiscal affairs, or legislating to place the 
deposites in them, must have the most pernicious 
effect, by increasing, in an unduedegree, the power 
and prerogative of one branch, and which entitled 
him to say Congress would have much boldness 
for conniving at. In thelong run, much disposed | 
as the people were to honor the public magistracy, 
they would rally under the flag ruised here in con 
flict to assumptions of power. They inherited 
this spirit from their ancestors. It was this that 
they practiced at the Revolution. Everywhere the 
people were disposed to take from, not add to, the 
power of Government. The peojle would not be 
contented with the restoration of the deposites, 
they would call for the supremacy of their branch 
in the Government. Ele would then entreat all 
the friends of liberty, of law, to lend their aid in 
supporting the restoration, and putting an end to 
the evils which are at present afilicting the coun- 


try. 
Mar. DICKERSON rose and said: 
Mr. Sveaxer: | have listened with much pleas- | 
ure to the remarks of the gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts [Mr. Cuoare].who last addressed the 
House. is views were new and interesting, and 
delivered in a tone and spirit becoming the repre- | 
sentative of a free people. 
But, sir, | was not prepared to hear the posi- | 
tions taken by the honorable gentleman, nor can — 
I yield to thecorrectness of his views, although so 
eloquently expressed. I had thought that the idea 
of restoring the deposites as a meansof relief from | 
present distress had not been seriously entertained, 
except with a view to the recharter of the bank. 
It appears to me that it is the worst of all expe- 
dien's, and its necessary consequence must be to | 
prolong the distress which now prevails, instead 
of relieving it. Norcan I perceive of what pos- 
sible benefit the possession of the public deposites 
could be to the bank if it is to cease its operations | 
in 1836. With that view, it is certainly now time | 
that they should in good faith commence curtailing | 
their business. They now have on hand—and in | 
the process of drawing in their capital they must | 
necessarily have on hand at all times—surplus | 
funds lying useless in their vaults, and of conse- | 
quence the possession of the public deposites, with | 
their attendent duties and liabilities, would be | 
worse than useless to them. 
I do not propose, sir, to attempt to answer the | 
arguments of the gentleman in detail upon this 
point. But I would remark, that the foundation 
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| 


Under all the cir- || 


l 


the deposites are restored, the bank at the termi- 
nation of its present charter will calmly cease to 
exist, and (as he remarked) ‘* die something like 
a Christian.”’ If I believed this, sir, | should, in- 
deed, think it worth while to inquire seriously into 
the expediency of restoring the deposites. But in 
this respect the gentleman begs the question. He 
asks more than will be conceded. 1 believe with 


nation of its present charter, but it will die hard. 


its existence, and [ am not disposed to add to it 
we further power to protract its dying struggles. 


question now under discussion. 
it the privilege of the people to knew the senti- 
ments of their representatives upon all subjects 
involving their interests; and as I have been in- 
struckd by my constituents upon this subject, a 
| Silent vote might not be considered as expressive 


theirs. Under these circumstances, | must ask 


my views of the matter now under discussion. 


| Means the following propcsitions are submitted 
| for the consideration of Congress: 

Ist. That the Bank of the United States should 
ot be rechartered. 


in 
| 2d. ‘That the deposites should not be restored. 





as the places of public deposite, and that they 
should be regulated by law; and 

4th. That a committee should be appointed to 
investigate the concerns of the bank, &c. 


i to observe, that if the President had been guilty 


him, that the bank will cease to exist at the termi- | 


intended, sir, to give a silent vote upon the | 


the indulgence of the House whilst I briefly state | 


By the report of the Committee of Ways and | 


In place of these resolutions the gentleman from | 


Georgia [Mr. Witpe] has proposed an amend- 
ment, declaring that the reasons assigned by the 
Secretary of the Treasury are insufficient, and 
the present discussion turns upon that proposed 


| amendment. 
| Ido notintend to trespass upon the time of the 


House by recapitulating the many arguments and 


be familiar to this House, but propose to state 


| briefly my conclusions drawn from those argu- 
| ments, and to show that the proposed amendment | 


should not be adopted. 

I understand that very little difference of opinion 
exists as to the propriety of adopting the proposi- 
tion contained in the last resolution of the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means. 

The second and third of those resolutions appear 
to me to depend very much upon the decision of 
the first; and the question involved in the first 
| resolution, whether the Bank of the United States 
shall be rechartered, | consider as the real and 
important question now under discussion before 
Congress and the people. No matter how this 
question may be connected with other considera- 


ceal it from public view—no matter how political 
aspirants may use the occasion for their ambitious 
purposes—it must result in the important inquiry 
whether it be consistent with the great interest 
| of this Republic that the United States Bank shall 
be continued. Before I proceed to explain my 


this discussion, as I consider, improperly, and for 
political effect. 





retary, in the manner he has done, I consider has 
no necessary connexion with, and ought to have 
no bearing upon, the decision of the question of 
the renewal of the charter of the Bank of the Uni- 
ted States, nor of the present disposition of the 
public deposites. And as I am unwilling that the 
real point in issue should be involved in any ex- 
traneous matter, or obscured from view by any 
other subjects not necessarily connected with it, I 





It will struggle as long as it can hope to perpetuate | hind a majority in this House, and, therefore, that 


reasons which have been urged upon the different || conclude that the claim of the bank, by their char- 


topics involved in this discussion, and which must || 


| of a corrupt, or arbitrary, or unconstitutional ex- 


ercise of power, in removing his Secretary, or in 
appointirg another, or in recommendi:g the re- 


moval of the public deposites, in the manner he 
_has done, he is responsible to his country for hia 


, upon his defence. 


conduct. Let him be cailed to account, and put 


And permit me to say, that if 


| he does not answer promptly, and defend himself 


triumphantly, it will be a new era in his history. 
But it has been said that he shields himself be- 


| such an effort would be useless. The allegation 
| proves too much for those who use it, unless they 


| can show, as they sometimes appear to believe, 
But | consider || 


that the minority should govern the majority. It 
is true, | huve no doubt, that this House would 
shield him from oppression, but never from a fair 


| and impartial investigation. 


As to the claim of the bank to retain the public 


| deposites until the termination of the charter, it 
of my own sentiments, but only as a response to | 


appears to me to be without foundation. The 
right of the Secretary of the Treasury to with- 
hold those deposites from the bank, is reserved in 
the charter by express and unequivocal worda. 
The assignment of his reasons is an act necessarily 
subsequent ‘to the act of removal, and conse- 
quently presupposes the existence of the right to 
remove. 

The object of the provision contained in the 16th 


| section of their charter, requiring the Secretary to 
31. That the State banks should be continued || 


assign his reasons, was to enable Congress to judge 
whether the Secretary had consulted the public 
interest in making the removal, and not to inquire 


| how far the interests of the bank had been con- 


sulted. And if it had been the intention of Con- 


| gress to limit the discretion of the Secretary in this 


respect to the single question of the safety of the 
deposites in the United States Bank, | cannot 
understand why they should require him to assign 
his reasons, when but one reason could exist, and 
that reason ascertained by law. For these, and 
many other reasons, which have been urged before 
this ewes ada which I do not intend to repeat, I 


ter, to retain the public deposites, is not well 
founded, and that it was the right and duty of the 
Secretary of the Treasury to remove those de- 
posites, whenever the exigencies of the country 
— their removal. 

ut, sir, it has been seriously urged that the 
deposites should be restored to the United States 


| Bank, for the purpose of rebuking the President 


| views upon this point, permit me, sir, to dispose | 
of some subjects which have been pressed into | 


The question of the power and authority of the | 
President of the United States to remove his Sec- | 


shall not at present remark upon that point, except | 


tuons—no maiter how ingenuity may strive to con- | 





| fence charged against him. 


of the United States for his arbitrary and corrupt 
exercise of power, in the removal of his Secretary. 
I am well aware, sir, that there may be many 
gentlemen, whose chief and favorite object it is to 
rebuke the President, rather than relieve the peo- 
ple. But I was not prepared to hear this reason 
for the restoration of the deposites publicly urged, 


/ and I cannot consider that its tendency has been 


well considered. 

In this country, no man can be tried for the most 
trifling charge, without having an opportunity of 
being heard in his own defence. It is the great 
security of the people against oppression. And 
shall we, here, now undertake to try the Chief 


| Magistrate of our country, upon a charge, which, 


if true, should hurl him from the high place which 
he now fills with so much honor to himeelf and his 
country, without giving him the privilege common 
to every American citizen—the privilege of being 


| heard in his own defence? Sir, the very act would 


render us guilty in the highest degree, of the of- 
If gentlemen wish to 
rebuke the President, let them meet him, as he 
has always met his opponents, in fair, open, and 
manly conflict, and not strive to rebuke him by 
indirect means, by the union of the influence of 
nullifiers, bank men, and aspiring politicians, Let 
them resort to impeachment, or to the ballot-boxes, 
and not to a method heretofore unknown to our 
laws and Constitution. 
It is true, sir, that the several questions growin 

out of this subject—which, for the reasons stated, 
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I have not undertaken to diecuse—are of great | Certainly not, to my mind. For although his 
moment, and deserving of most serious considera- || reasons may have been sufficient at that time; and 
tion, and will without doubt receive that considera- || although the situation of the country may then have 
tion when properly presented to this House. And | demanded the immediate removal of the deposites | 
I certainly have no wish to screen the President || from the United States Bank, yet circumstances | 
of the United States from an investigation of any || may have rendered it expedient that those depos- | 
act of his political life, nor do | wish that the con- | ites should now be restored. By way of illustra- | 
duct of the Secretary of the Treasury, nor of any || tion, | would remark, that if I were now convinced | 
other officer of Government, should escape the || that the United States Bank would be rechariered | 
strictest scrutiny. But | do protest against this || in 1¢36, or at any prior period, I would, without 
indiscreet mode of trial. I contend that every || hesitation, now vote for the restoration of the 

mearure should rest on its own merits; that the || deposites, although I am entirely satisfied with the 
eeveral questions are of sufficient importance to | reasons for their removal. | 
require separate discussion, and that the combina- | | make these remarks, Mr. Speaker, to show 

} 








tion of those important questions only leads to || that, by expressing our opinion, and deciding | 
obscure the truth, and mislead the public mind. upon the sufficiency of the reasons of the Secre- 
But, sir, it is said that the great and important || tary of the Treasury for the removal of the depos- 
uestion now to be discussed and settled is, whether || ites, we really do not advance one step, and no | 
the reasons assigned by the Secretary of the Treas- || important conclusion can fairly be drawn from the | 
ury for the removal of the deposites are sufficient; || decision. 
and to secertain the opinion of Congress upon || Although it may not be considered strictly in 
this point, is the ostensible object of the proposed || order, upon the discussion of the proposed amend- 
amendment of the gentleman from Georgia, [Mr. || ment, to inquire into the causes of the distress 
Wixpe,] and also of the proposed amendment of || which now prevails, yet as that subject has been 











the gentleman from Rhode Island, (Mr. Burces,] || made the topic of debate upon this occasion, | || 


and early in this session it was the ostensible ob- || must ask the indulgence of the House for a few 
font of the gentleman from South Carolina, (Mr. || minutes to explain my views upon this point. 
cDurriz,) in an amendment then proposed Ly || It is certainly true that the Bank of the United 
him. | States, during the period between the month of | 
With due deference for the opinions of other || May, 1830, and the month of May, 1832, increased | 
gentlemen on this floor, and notwithstanding the || their loans more than twenty-seven millions of | 
factitious importance which has been thrown about || dollars. [ will not inquire into the motives of the 
thie view of the subject, | must be permitted to say || bank, in thus extending their business. But one 
that, in my opinion, the decision of that question || of two conclusions must evidently flow from the | 
would be unimportant, except for its political effect; fact: either that the bank, before that time, had 
and it would have no necessary influence upon the || not issued as much paper as the country required 
real question now under discussion. | for its healthful use, or upon that occasion, that 
The Secretary of the Treasury is not upon his || 
trial; it is not a question between Congress and 





cannot be adopted without charging the directors 


they issued more. The first of these conclusions |! 


ee 


| interval between the removing of the deposites and 


| the meeting of Congress, business was going on 
_ as usual; no loss of confidence, no panic, and under 
_ no other pressure in the money market than would 
necessarily have resulted from the situation of the 
country if the deposites had not been removed. [ 
say, therefore, that it is not true that the present 
distress in the community has been occasioned by 
the removal of the public deposites. The cause 
| was not adequate to the effect. 
| But, sir, that distress is occasioned by the strug- 
gle of the United States Bank fora recharter, com- 
bined with the struggle of aspiring politicians for 
| power, acting upon the people by means of the 
| inflammatory and panic-making speeches of hon- 
| oravle members of Congress—speeches which are 
| multiplied by means of the public presses, and scat- 
| tered gratuitously by hundreds of thousands amidst 
a people who were placed in a situation easily 
to be alarmed and distressed by the improvident 
designing conduct of the bank itself. Here, sir, 
are causes enough for the effect—causes which 
would have existed in full force if the deposites 
had never beenremoved. And the only difference 
is, that they now charge the distress to the removal 
of the deposites; and if they had not been removed, 
they would have charged it, with the same effect 
to the veto. 

Mr. Speaker, in reflecting upon the present situ- 
ation of the country, | was forcibly struck with 
the remarks of the honorable gentleman from 
Rhode Island, [Mr. Burces,}] some days ago, 
when addressing the House upon this subject. 
He represented the Government bank directors as 
becoming drunk by looking at the immense masses 
of gold and silver in the vaults of the bank. The 
idea serves asan apt illustration of my views, and 
I shall therefore take the liberty of using the gen- 
| tleman’s figure, and extending its application, by 





Congress and the bank. 


| | 
the Secretary; nor should it be a question between } of the bank with want of discernment to discover, || comparing the people of the United States to 
} ' 
| 


-It is in fact a — between Congress and | 
the people. We 


1 
} 


treasure in a certain condition, and we are bound || 


to make such disposition of them as shall appear 
to us most conducive to the public welfare, and | 
best calculated to promote their present and future | 
happiness and prosperity. 

hee said that the decision of the question of | 


the sufficiency of the reasons assigned by the || 


Secretary of the Treasury for the removal of the | 
deposites would be unimportant, and that it would | 
have no necessary bearing or influence upon the 
real question under discussion. 

In order to test the correctness of this assertion, | 


nd the country and the public || 


|| of other people. But it must be obvious to every 





let us suppose, for the sake of the argument, that | 


we shall determine those reasons to be insufficient: | | 


what is the result? I beg gentlemen to recollect || in all branches of business. And what in fact has 


the real question—and [| ask again, what would | 
be the effect of the decision? 
It might, indeed, show that we were of opinion | 
that the Secretary had acted without sufficient 
rensons—or it might show that, in our opinion, he 
had acted corruptly or illegally. But it would not 
necessarily show either of those results. For it | 
might show only that in our opinion he had offered 
insufficient reasons for an act which was right | 
and proper in itself, and for which good and suffi- 
cient reasons existed; and I presume it will not 
be contended that the deposites should be.restored 


| 
} 


to the United States Bank, merely because the || 


Secretary of the Treasury may not have assigned 
sufficient reasons for their removal, when, in point 
of fact, sufficient reasons did exist. 

But the decision of the question against the suffi- | 
ciency of the reasons assigned by the Secretary of | 
the Treasury, would furnish us with no guide to 
direct us in the true course now to be pursued. It | 
would lay the basis of no legislative action. For 
surely it does not follow, as a necessary conse- 
quence, that because it may have been inexpedient 
then to remove the deposites, that it must now be 
expedient to restore them. T 
are distinct, and depend upon entirely different 
reasons. 

But, Mr. Speaker, let us suppose, on the other 
hand, that by the vote of this House we shall de- | 
cide that the reasons assigned by the Secretary are | 
sufficient, and that he was wholly justified by them | 
in making the removal: what then? Would that 
decision furnish a true guide for our conduct, or 
form the basis of any legislative action at this time? | 


he two propositions | 


or inclination to promote, the interests of their || drunken men. Yes, sir, for six years past we 
stockholders, which will not be pretended. And |! have been too much excited, we have taken too 
recent events have made most manifest the truth || much stimulous, too much wine for our substantial 
of the latter conclusion. | food. Some three years ego the Bank of the 
It is also true, that between the month of May, || United Siates (whom I shall consider upon this 
1832, and the meeting of this Congress in Decem- || occasion as the wine dealer) administered most 
ber last, the bank had reduced their loans about || copious draughts of the intoxicating liquor. We 
sixteen millions of dollars, and since that time they || were told that it was good wine, and would pass 
bave continued to reduce. | current everywhere. We seized it with avidity, 
It is not important, according to my view of the || and drank it with delight. It gave us additional 
_case, here to inquire whether they have made that || strength, vigor, and animation. Webecame drunk 
reduction of their loans, bona fide, to close their || with prosperity. But, sir, it is with bodies poli- 
| own concerns, or, mala fide, to close the concerns || tic, in this respect, as with natural persons—an 
over excitement cannot continue for a long time. 
A corresponding depression must ensue, and we 
_ rapid expansion and contraction must be to pro- || are now in that condition. The wine merchant has 
duce a scarcity of money, and consequent distress | ceased to supply our appetites with their wonted 
eer and left us feeble, and tremulous, and 

| distressed. And shall we, sir, again return to the 
| Why, sir, during the time of the expansion, of | dangerous practice, and for the sake of a few 
| course money was plenty, and all kinds of busi- || bright and joyous-years of excess and intoxicating 
ness prosperous and flourishing. But as soon as || prosperity, condemn ourselves to a premature old 








| mind, that the necessary consequence of such a 


been the situation of the country in the meantime? | 


the contraction commenced, a reaction also com- || age, and drag outa miserable, decrepid, and gouty 
menced, and a pressure was soon felt in the money || existence, dependent upon the wine dealer for our 
market, which continued to increase regularly, but || lazy comforts, and leave to our posterity, instead 
| not rapidly, unt:l the meeting of Congress; since || of the bright inheritance which we received from 
| which time it has marched with most rapid strides, || our ancestors, an inheritance encumbered fcr 
| and from pressure it soon became high-pressure. || more than it is worth? A moneyed aristocracy ? 
| A panic ensued, which brought distress and ruin || No, sir, we have yet sufficient physical power to 
| in its train. || redeem ourselves. Let us rise in our strength, 
Such is a brief history of the rise and progress || and shake off the drowsy and sickly feeling, which 
| of this pressure. And now, sir, let us inquire | is the result of excess, and by one spirited and 
_more particularly into the cause of its extraordi- || manly exertion, restore ourselves to health, and 
nary character. || prosperity, and happiness. 

It is not pretended, by any one, that the mere || I have said that the present question is a ques- 
act of changing the place of deposite could have || tion of the recharter of the Bank of the United 
produced the result. But it is said that it isthe | States. By this | mean, that it is not only the 
great breach of national faith, and of chartered || question now technically before the House, but 


| rights, and violated laws and Constitution, occa- || that it is the real question before the people—the 


_sioned by that act, which has destroyed all confi- | question which we are called upon most urgently 
dence between man and man, and brought panic | to decide. And let me say, sir, it is a question, 
| and distress among the people. | the decision of which will dv more to restore con- 


If that has been the true cause, the effect—so far | fidence and relieve the present distress than the 


| as that effect could have been produced by want of |, decision of any other question which can be pro- 
| confidence or panic—would have been felt at once | posed to Congress at this time. It is indeed a 


in its greatest force. The people would not have | momentous question, upon which the greatest 

waited sixty days for the meeting of Congress to | talents of the country have been exercised. I do 
| inform them that there had been a great breach of | not intend to discuss it. In making up my mind 
_ national faith, and of chartered rights, and that | upon this subject, | have not found it necessary to 
‘their Constitution and laws had been trampled || resort to the much-vexed question of the constitu- 


|| upon, and that it was time for them to be alarmed. | tionality of the measure, nor to the arguments de- 


But so far from that, sir, we find that during the |! duced from the abuse of power in conducting the 
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resent institution. Nor am I disposed to detract 
rom its merits by denying its utility. Ido believe, 
and ulways have believed, that, in some respects, 
and for certain purposes, it has exercised a bene- 
ficial influence over this country. But, when it is | 
admitted that ‘t has the power at once to embar- | 
rass, if not crush, all the local banks in the coun- 
try, and to bring distress and-ruin upon a great 
nart of the’community; when I consider that this 








| 


ank, either designedly or casually (and I care no* || 


which) bes been the cause of the distress which | 
now prevails; when I perceive, as I think [| do 
here, the interest of that institution placed para- 
mount to the interest of the people; when I reflect 
that the union of the influence of that institution 
with the patronage of the executive branch of this 


the people might strive and strive in vain; when | | 


made up, and now trying between that institution 
and this Government, the result of which trial is 
to determine the political character of the next 
Administration; and when | hear the harsh and 
discordant sounds of revolution, echoing through 
these halls, and honorable gentlemen proclaiming 
that the deposites must be restored to the Bank of | 
the United States, or that revolution wiil be the 
consequence,—when I see and hear these things, | 
and reflect upon consequences, | have no difficulty | 
| 


nor hesitation in concluding that the existence of || 


a bank, with such capital and such power, is dan- 


with the spirit of our free political institutions. 
Mr. HARDIN expressed a wish to speak on | 
the question, and moved that the Elouse do now 


Mr. MERCER requested him to withdraw the 
motion, in order to take up the bridge bili for half 
an hour. 


The motion not being withdrawn, the question 
was teken upon it, and it was rejected: 

Ayes 40, noes 56. 

The SPEAKER stated that there was not a 
quorum present. The Speaker, after some con- 
versation, stated that no business could be trans- 
acted until a quorum should be present. 

Mr. CHILi ON moved that the House adjourn. 

The motion was negatived: 

Ayes 52, noes 63. 

The SPEAKER directed the Sergeant at-Arms | 
to invite the members to attend. 

Mr. HARDIN rose to say that he had not, on 
this question, been troublesome tothe House. He | 
had patiently listened to the discussions without | 
eatem cw in them, and some of his constituents | 

ad inquired why he had not expressed his views. 
He could not tell within three months, when he 
should get the floor again, and he was unprepared 
with the necessary documents to proceed in the 
discussion now. If the House would indulge him | 
on this occasion, he would pledge himself never to 
ask of them a similar favor again; for he would 
rather at any time starve than beg his bread. He 
renewed the motion to adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to, without acount, and 

The House then adjourned. 


i 
j 





IN SENATE. 
Saturpar, March 29, 1834. 


On motion of Mr. KANE, leave was given to 
withdraw the paners of Thomas Harrison. 

Mr. WEBSTER present d a memorial of sun- 
dry citizens of the State of New York, praying 
an alteration in the patent laws; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. WEBSTER presented memorials from the 
borough of Muncy, the township of Muncy Creek, 
Lyeoming county, Pennsylvania; and also from 
the township of Watervieit, New York, praying 
the restoration of the deposites to the Bank of the 
United States. The memorials were read, referred 
to the Committee on Finance, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. PORTER presented the petition of George 
Wiiteley; which was referred to the Committee 
on Military Affuirs. 

Mr. McKE \N presented a memorial signed by 
upwards of five hundred authors, printers, &c., of 
Philadelphia; and also the proceedings of a meet- 
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ing of the inhabitants of the township of West 
Manchester, York county, Pennsylvania, asking 
| the restoration of the deposites to the Bank of the 
United States; which were read, referred to the 
| Committee on Finance, and ordered to be printed 
| habitants of Culpepper, Virginia, praying a res- 
| toration of the de 
| States, which he prefaced with a few remarks. 


Mr. LEIGH said he would take this opportu- 
nity to make a remark. 


the public mind, an ugusual commotion was pro- 
duced in some of the counties of Virginia. He 
was a new-comer here, and until he came here, he 


|| could not have formed an adequate conception of 
Government would create a power against which | 


the movements and action of this Government. 


ture of our institutions, had been published. 


| ence to Culpepper county, Virginia. At page 256, 


| the mail, with an asterisk affixed to those where 
| extra allowances had been granted. 


| ginia, the asterisms increased to a perfect galaxy; 
| hence the excitement in Culpepper county, where 
so many of these extra allowances were granted. 





| his notions of law, the ]6th section of the bank 


| charter was the law of the land, and that prescribed 
adjourn. } 


the Bank of the United States as the strong box of 
the Government. 


| when anything occurred particularly agitating to | 


posites to the Bank of the United | 


: || President, or to the House. 
|| Many valuable tracts on its structure, and the na- 
hear on this floor, and before the people, an issue || 


This began | 
at New York, and after proceeding down to Vir- | 


According to | 
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ern ?—especially, was the smaller body to govern 
| the greater?—the one most remote from the people 
to govern the one nearest to the people —the one 
which could not originate a money bill, to govern 





| the one, in a quegtion of revenue, which has the 
Mr. TYLER presented the memorial of 3}2 in- | i 


peculiar charge of the revenue, and the sole power 
of originating money bills? 
Mr. B. did not know what the President and 


| Secretary might think they ought to do in conse- 


|| quence of yesterday’s vote; he knew what he 
He had observed that || tl 


ought they ought to do, and that was, nothing. 


| So far from having the voice of Congress, there 


| would be found the contract prices for carrying || 


|, was no way for the Executive, or for the other 


half of Congress, to know what the Senate had 
done. Their resolutions were single, not joint. 
There was no way to communicate them to the 
Joint resolutions 


. || went to both; single ones did not and these reao- 
ut | 
| he held in his hand a book better éalculated to in- 
| form the people than any other; he meant the | 
| Blue Book, in one page of which he saw a refer- | 


lutions might lie on the Senate journals till dooms- 
day, and neither the President or the House of 
Representatives could legally, regularly, or in any 
parliamentary way, know of their existence. 
They could not regularly take notes of them. 
These resolutions are anomalies. They have no 
relation to the House, or the President; they lead 
to no action; they tend todisunite the two Houses, 
and to segregate their opinions. A joint resolu- 
tion goes from one to another; it receives the ac- 
tion of both; it unites the sense of both; but this 


; | single resolution stays where it was born; it leads 
| He felt curious to see what effect the passage of | 


|| to no joint action, but to separate -action—to no 
gerous to our liberties, and utterly inconsistent | 


the resolutions here yesterday would have upon | 
|| the Executive of this Government. 


unanimity of opinion, but to diversity of opin- 
ion—to no harmony, but to discord between the 
Houses. For, what is the House to think of a 


| pretension on the part of the Senate to assume to 


By that section the Secretary, | 


| in case of removal of the deposites, was required | 


Congress might see and approve or disapprove 
them. 
| tion was repealed pro tanto, and if the other House 


was in force, and the deposites must be restored. 
He did not wish to speak with asperity of the Pres- 
ident. Mr. L. believed the President thought he 
was aiming a blow at the bank, but he believed the 
blow he was aiming was struck at the liberties of 
the people. 


the vote given by the Senate yesterday on the de- 


only that the Secretary was to make his report of 
reasons for removing the deposites from the Federal 
bank. 
it mizht be proper for the President and Secretary 
to consider what ought to be done; but a voice 
from a single branch of Congress would never be 
taken, he presumed, for that of the whole body, 
much less the solitary voice of the Senate in a case 
relating to the revenue, a subject placed by the 
Constitution under the peculiar guardianship of 
the House of Representatives as the immediate 
representative of the people. ‘The Secretary was 

to report his reasons to Congress—at once, if in 
| session, if not in session, immediately after the 
commencement of the next session. Now, said 

Mr. B., the Senate may be in session, and Congress 
not. The President may convene the Senate with- 
out the House of Representatives. The Senate 
may have iis separate session; and has had many. 
He, (Mr. B.,) in the course of his service, had at- 
tended three such sessions himself; and yet if the 
deposites had been removed during one of these 








have been due from theSecretary to that body. If 
the President had convened the Senate last fall, a 
month, or two months before the meeting of Con- 
gress, no report of the Secretary’s reasons would 
have been due to them; because they would not 


have been the Congress; that session of Congress | 


to report his reasons to Congress, in order that | 
If they approved the reasons, the 16th sec- | 


disapproved the reasons, as this had done, the law | 


Mr. BENTON rose in reply to the Senator from | 
Virginia, (Mr. Leigh ] He did not know what | 
the President or the Secretary of the Treasury || except upon a regular communication, under the 
might think it necessary to do in consequence of | 





| 


| 
} 





' 
| 
i} 


When the voice of Congrees was heard, || 


|| United States. 


itself the powers ot Congress?—to assume supreme 
jurisdiction over a subject, and that subject an 
affair of revenue, and set up its will as superseding 
the will of the House, ond standing for the voice 
of the whole Congress? In every point of view, 
he (Mr. B ) considered the Senate’s proceeding as 
an anomaly; and that the best thing that could 
happen for the Senate would be for the President, 
and the House of Representatives, to take no 
notice of it until a parliamentary communication 
of the proceeding could be made to them; and as 
that never could be done, so they would remain 
in ignorance of it forever. Certainly neither House 
can know what the other does, except from an 
authentic communication; certainly the President 
cannot know what is dong in either House 


authority of the House. Newspaper repofts, 


|, verbal intelligence, the statements of members, 
posite resolutions; but he did know that the Senate | 


was not the Congress; and that it was to Congress | 


are no authority for ccérdinate branches of the 
| Government to act upon; and, in parliamentary 
understanding, neither the House of Representa- 
| tives, or the President knows anything of the 
resolutions which were adopted here yesterday. 
| Being on his feet, Mr. B. would take notice of 


|| another remark which fell from the Senator from 


| Virginia, (Mr. Leiau.] He spoke of the Bank 
of the United States as being the Treasury of the 
It was not the first time he had 


| so spoken of that bank; but this was the first time 


that he (Mr. B.) had found it convenient to call the 
attention of that Senator to an argument against 
his assumption, which had been several times used 
without drawing an answer from those who held, 
os he (Mr. Lereu) wid, that the Federal bank was 
the Federal Treasury. Doubtless they did not 
answer, besause they thought the argument too 
insignificant to meritan answer. There were some, 
however, who thought otherwise—who thought 


| that this argumentannihilated their whole assump- 
| tion, and that the only way to get over it was to 


go round it—the only way ‘o answer it, was to 


| seem not to hear it. He (Mr. B.) wished to know 
Senatorial sessions, no report of his reasons would || 


if the Senator from Virginia was of the same mind, 
| and therefore would state this argument to him. 
| It was founded on the 14th fundamental article of 
| what the charter called the constitution of the 
| bank—the article which provided for the estab- 
| lishment of branches—and was in these words: 

*¢ The directors of said corporation shall extab- 





would not have commenced, immediately after || ‘lish a competent office of discount and deposite 


which the reasons should be reported. 


Mr. B. || ‘in the District of Columbia, whenever any law 


said Congress could have but one voice; the two || ‘ of the United States shall require such an estab- 
Houses might have two voices; and, if the voice || ‘ lishment; also one such office of discount and 
of the Senate was one way, and that of the House of || ‘ deposite in any State in which 2,000 shares shall 
Representatives the other way, which was to gov- il * have been subscribed, or may be held, whenever, 
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‘ upon application of the Legislature of such State, 
* Congress may, by law, require the same: Pro- 
* vided, The directors aforesaid shal! not be bound 
‘ w establish such office before the whole of the 
‘capital of the bank shall have been paid up. 
* And it shall be lawful for the directors of the said 
‘ corporation to establish offices of discount and 
‘deposite wheresoever they shall think fit, within 
‘the United States or the territories thereof, to 
* such persons, and under such regulations, as they 
* shall deem proper, not being contrary to law, or 
* the constitution of the bank. Or, instead of estab- 
‘ lishing of such offices, it shall be lawful for the di- 
* rectors of the said corporation, from time to time, to 
* employ any other bank,or banks, to be first approved 
* by the Secretary of the Treasury, at any place, or 
* places, that they may deem safe and proper, to manage 
* and transact the business proposed as aforesaid, other 
* than for the purposes of discount, to be managed and 
* transacted by such officers under such agreements, and 





* subject to such regulations, as they shall deem just | 


* and proper.’’ 


Mr. BK. went on to remark upon this article, | 


that it placed the establishment of but one branch 
in the reach, or power of Congress, and that one 
wae in the District of Columbia—in a district of 





| argument which ner ects up the Federal bank 


| neither wes made the treasury; and it would be 


absurd to entertain such an idea for an instant; for 


cease to exist--itcan doso at any moment it pleases; 


| the State banks may expire upon their limitation; 
| they may surrender; they may be dissolved in 
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| | committee had now arrived was a very difficult 
| for the Federal treasury. But the fact was that | 
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thing. If the Senate had passed the resolution 
| offered by the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Ewinc} 


|| —and he hoped it would be adopted to-day—ine 
the Federal bank may surrender her charter, and | 


committee might have progressed more rapidly, 


| Bat he gave the gentleman his solemn assurance, 


many ways, and so cease to exist; and then there | 


would be no treasury! 


to depend, not upon itself, but upon corporations, 


| which may cease to exist, on any day, by their 


own will,or theirowncrimes. Mr. B. hoped that 
the Senator from Virginia, [Mr. Lescu,] who had 
just referred to the-Federal bank as the Federal 
treasury, would find an argument in this four- 
teenth fundamental article of the constitution of 
the bank sufficiently large to claim his attention, 


| and to receive from him that answer which others 


had deemed it too insignificant to merit. 
Mr. LEIGH roseand pledged himself to answer 
the argument of the Senator from Missouri, as 


| soon as the course of the debate would allow him 


| 


ten miles square—leaving the vast extent of || 


twenty-four States, and three Territories, to ob- 


tain branches for themselves upon contingencies | 


| 


not dependent upon the will, or power, of Con- | 


gress, or requiring her necessities, or even her 
convenience to be taken into the account. A law 


of Congress could obtaina branch in this District; | 
but with respect to every State, the establishment | 
of the branch depended, first, upon the mere will 


and pleasure of the bank; and, secondly, upon the 
double contingency of a subscription, and a legis- 
lative act, within the State. 


If, then, the mother | 


bank does not think fit, for its own advantage, to | 


establish a branch; or, if the people of a State do | 


not acquire 2,000 shares of the stock of the bank, | 


and the Legislature, therefore, demand it, no 


branch wili be established in any State, or any | 


Territory, of the Union. 
quire a branch, in any State, after two contingen- 
cies have happened in the State; neither of them 


Congress can only re- | 


having the slightest reference to the necessities, or | 


even convenience, of the Federal Government. 


Here, then, (said Mr. B.,) is the treasury estab- | 


lished for the United States! A treasury which is 


to have no existence but at the will of the bank, | 
or the will of a Staté Legislature, and a few of its | 
citizens, enough to own two thousand shares of a | 


stock worth one hundred dollars a share ! A treas- 
ury which Congress has no hand in establishing, 


and cannot preserve after it is established; for the | 


mother bank, after establishing her branches, may 
shut them up, or withdraw them. 
has already happened. Branches inthe West have 
been—someshutup, some withdrawn; and in these 
cases the treasury was broken up, according to this 
newfangled conception of a national treasury. No! 
(said Mr. B.,) the Federal bank is no more the 
treasury of the United States than the State banks 
are. One is just as much the treasury as the other, 
and made so by this very fourteenth fundamental 
article of the constitution of the bank. Look at it! 
Look at thealternative! Where branches are not 
established, the State banks are to be employed! 
The Bank of the United States is to select the 
State bank; the Secretary of the Treasury is to 
approve the selection; and if he does so, the State 


bank so selected, and so approved, becomes the | 
keeper of the public moneys; it becomes the de- | 

ository of the public moneys; it transfers them; | 
it pays them out; it does everything except make | 


discounts for the mother bank and issue wotes; it 
does everything which the Federal Government 
wants done; and that is nothing but what a bank 
of deposite can do. The Government makes no 
choice between State banks and branch banks. 
They are all one to her. _ They stand equal in her 


| ginia always had more stars than any other Siate | 


eyes; they stand equal in the charter of the bank | 
itself; and the horror that has now broken out | 


against the State banks is a thing of recent con- 
ception—a very modern impulsion; which is re- 


buked and condemned by the very authority to | 
Mr. B. said the State |) 


which it traces its source. 


to do so, without interfering with the rights of 
others who were now entitled to the floor. 


What an idea, that the | 
| existence of the treasury of this great Republic is 


Mr. GRUNDY said he was at a loss to perceive | 
| any connection between the extra allowances in the 


Post Office Department and the memorial from 
Culpepper county, Virginia. He was not in the 


| habit of making de bene esse speeches here, but he 


was anxious to have these extra allowances fully 
investigated. We had the report of the Poat- 
master General made on this subject—it was 
ordered to be printed, and would be ready for our 


' examination, he had been informed, in afew days. 
Was it not better, then, to wait until we should 


j 


|| services, to say it was worthy of censure. 
Such a thing |! 


have the means of ascertaining for what purpose 
these extra allowances were made, what services 
were rendered for them, and whether or not the 
public had been materially benefited by them? 
And as soon as we saw for what purpose they 
were made, and that they were not for the public 
good, he would be as ready to condemn the actas 
any man. We mightall, perhaps, join in saying 
he had extended his accommodations too far, but 
before we censured, weshould see that the head of 
the department had heaped the money upon favor- 
ites. Extra allowances had been paid to con- 


tractors on the Piedmont route, a highly important || 


one, and if it should be found that the allowance 
was not morethan theservices rendered were worth, 
he thought no one ought to complain. It was not 


| 


} 





that Chey would proceed till everything was known 
which it was desirable to know, and more than he 
could wish. . 
Mr.CLAYTON trusted we would learn some- 
thing of the propriety of these extra allowances, 


He was waited on the other evening by an officer 
of the Treasury Department, who informed him 
that they could not give the original contracts in 
the Comptroller’s Office, owing to their destruction 
in the late Treasury building. The departm-nt 
was known to be bankrupt—it was not responsibl+ 
to the public—it owed no responsibility to Con- 
gress. It was so constituted that it laid in the will 
| of one man to dispose of the funds as he pleased. 
| And this state of things would never be remedied 
| til the department was placed on the same footing 
| as the other departments. The post office law 
| provided that extra allowances should be appor- 
| tioned according to the original contract. But he 
| could prove that in fifty cases the Postmaster Gen- 
eral had violated that law. It was a department 
| which had more power than all the other depart- 
| ments in the Government put together. Ic was 
| able to secure the election of any man they pleased, 
| or to put out any man who was in. The Post- 
| master General could create as many clerks as he 
| pleased—he could make fifty to-morrow, at a sal- 


| 
| But we never could ascertain their whole amount, 
| 


| ary of $1,000 each. The contingent expenses were 


treating the department fairly to take up the Blue | 


Book, pick out a contract for $5,000, and then 
because 3, 4, or $5,000 more were allowed for extra 
We 
should first see what were the original terms of the 
contract, and if additional services were rendered, 
compare them with the additional price, and ‘then 
censure as might be necessary. 

Mr. TYLER rose topropound an inquiry to the 
chairman of the Committee on Post Offices, &c. 
We had been now nearly four months in session. 


master General, from which it was manifest that 
the department was out of order. The public 
had, therefore, anticipated a report from the Post 
Office Committee, and he desired to know what 
progress the Committee had made in the develop- 


voted tor by law, but the incidental expenses were 
incurred and paid at the pleasure of the department, 
| without knowing what the items were. From 
| twenty to thirty thousand agents were subjected to 
the will of one man; and if they had all been in 
| Tennessee be forethe late Senatorial election, he did 
not know what effect they might have had on the 
honorable member’s election. It was his conviction 
that this department exercised more power than 
all the others combined; it was also increasing, 
| appointing political partisans every where, and was 
exercising more influence over the elective fran- 
_chise than any other. 

| Mr. GRUNDY said it was his principle to leave 
as little to the discretion of the Departmentas was 
possible, only leaving it the means of performing 


| 1t3 appropriate duties to the country; and when 
1] 


the gentleman from Delaware (Mr. Crayton] 
should introduce a measure to bring its discretion 
| down to that point, it should have his hearty sup- 
‘port. Wecould getall the information we desired, 
| notwithstanding the recent burning of the Treasury 
| building. The people ought notto be told that the 
| original contracts were destroyed, and that, there- 
| fore, their contents could not beascertained. For 

supposing all the originals were consumed, could 
we not ascertain what they were, as easily as if 
| we had the originals? When a contract was bid 


| off,a record was made of it,and therefore, although 
|The public have had proceedings from the Post- || 


we could not have the originals, we could have 
abstracts from the record, giving the price, the 
name of the contractor, and the extra allowances, 


and therefore the public ought not to be induced 


ment of the true condition of the department, and | 


what were the impediments in the way of a devel- 


opment of its truecondition. Hewished to know, | 
| if the inquiry was proper, why thecommittee were 


not more prompt in their action. 

Mr. LEIGH inquired of the gentleman from 
Tennessee [Mr. Grunpy] if he had discovered, 
and could explain, the cause of the starry corrus- 
cations in the firmament over Virginia? 


Mr. GRUNDY replied that he believed Vir- | 


in the Union, and therefore he was not a little sur- 
prised that any Virginian should be startled at it. 
In ansWer to the other gentleman from Virginia on 
his left, [Mr. Tyxer,| he said that hedid not ques- 
tion the right of any gentleman to inquire how far 
he had done his duty. But the Senate might be 


} 
i 
i 
j 
| 


| to believe that we cannot obtain full and accurate 
information; the only error could be (which was 
not probable) in making the record. He would 
not go back to the inves'igations four years ago. 
But although the gentleman then said the depart- 
ment was bankrupt, yet the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky [Mr. Biss] and others, at the very time, 
denied it. They said it was rich and productive, 
| and advocated a reduction of the postage on news- 
| papers upon that belief, which would have had the 
| effect of breaking down the mails and coaches. 
| And it was proba' Je this state of prosperity would 
have continued, had it not been for the post office 
vill of that session, which passed the Hlouse of 
| Representatives, creating from forty to fifty thou- 


sand additional miles of post road; but when the 
| bill came here, we reduced it to from twenty to 
| thiety thousand, yet it still increased the expenses 


| of the Department enormously.. The gentleman 
sure of one thing, that the greatest vigilance would thought it the most powerful department in the 


bauks were just as much made the Federal treas- || be exercised, and a full, fair, and impartial expo- | Government; and he (Mr. G.) agreed with him 
ury by the bank charter asthe United States Bank 


itself was; and that was sufficient to annihilate the 





sition of the whole state of the department should | that it was so, and must necessarily be so, from 
be made to the Senate. To say at what stage the || its very nature, because it had more intercourse 





1834. 





se eee 
with the people, and more business with a greater part of the Senate, jointly with such committee 
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respect to the private accounts “or debts o 





: ‘ f the 
number of individuals than any other. The gen- || 28 may be appointed on the part of the House of | president, cashier, and directors of each of the 
tleman, too, complamed of the power to appoint || Representatives, to consider and report to the | banks.” It might be ruinous to them. He would, 
so many clerks, and that partisans were appointed || Senate and to the House respectively, what alter- || therefore, move to have that part stricken out of 


to offices. In regard to the first objection, Mr. G. || ations, if any, are necessary to be made— 
admitted the power to appoint was in the Post- || _ 
master General, and so long as we passed resolu- || the United States, so as to check the exportation | 
tions makjng so many calls upon him, which gave || of that coin, and to restore it to circulauon in the 
so much labor, the power to make clerks must | United States. R 
exist somewhere, and the clerks must be paid. || 2. In the laws relative to foreign coins, so as to 
As to the next objection, he would remark, that restore the gold and silver coin of foreign nations 
Mr. Abraham Bradley, whom the gentleman || to their former circulation within the United States. 
would not suspect of partiality to this Administra- | 3. In the joint resolution of 1816 (for the better 
tion, declared on oath, at the period alluded to, || collection of the revenue) so as toexclude all bank 
thata majority of the clerks in the Post Office were || notes, under twenty dollars, from revenue pay- 
opposed to the Administration. And as to the || ments after a given period, and to make the reve- | 
deputy postmasters, some of the most important || nue system of the nited States instrumental in | 
of them were certainly of that political character. | the gradual suppression of the small note circula- | 
He instanced the postmasters at Albany, at Rich- | tion, and the introduction of gold and silver for the | 
mond, and in thecity of New York; and hethought | common currency of the country. 
if the fact could be ascertained, it would appear}; Mr. PORTER gave notice that as numerous | 
that all the postmasters in the United States were | bills had accumulated, He should, on Monday, | 
reity equally divided in their political sentiments. || move that the Senate proceed to the consideration | 
he Postmaster General made no report of the of private business. 
contingent expenses, because there was no law | em 
ueulelag it, aud because none of his predecessors aos ernest ores to tase re meron 
had done so. Mr. G. repeated, that it was his |, C2!!Mg tur information from the Fresident of the 
intention, if his health continued to improve as it 
had done, to completely eviscerate the depart- 
ment, that its true situation might be fully made || 
known. 
Some further remarks were made by Mr. EW- | 
ING and Mr. CLAYTON, when the memorial | 
was ieferred to the Committee on Finance, and 
ordered to be printed. 


Mr. GRUNDY moved that the Committee on | 
Private Land Claims be discharged from the fur- | 
ther consideration of the petition of William D. 





|| sale of public lands in the southwestern country; 
Mr. PRESTON presented the memorial of the | 
praying the establishment of a naval hospital at 


that place, which was referred to the Committee | 
on Naval Affairs. 


Judiciary, reported a biil for the relief of the heirs | 


and legal representatives of Walter Livingston, 
deceased. 


|, had himself urged this as an objection two years 
| ago, when the committee was appointed to inves- 


United States, relative to the proclamations for the || others. 


city authorities of Charleston, South Carolina, || to have 


|| the resolution. 
1. In the value of the gold coined atthe Mint of || 


Mr. ADAMS said that it would have been a 
matter of much satisfaction to him, if a similar 
forbearance with the private accounts of individu- 
als had been attended to on other occasions. He 


tigate into the affairs of the Bank of the United 
States. But he was overruled, and numerous pri- 
vate accounts of individuals were exposed to the 
committee in opposition to his remonstrance and 
protest on that occasion. A similar investigation 
was now proposed for the adoption of the House, 
in the report presented by the Committee of Ways 
and Means, and which, if adopted, not only the 
debts of the president, cashier, and directors of 
the Bank of the United States would be brought 
before the public gaze, but many others, which 
should not be. For this reason it was he intro- 
duced this resolution for inquiring into the State 
banks as a set-off to that proposed into the Bank 
of the United States; as it was only fair that the 
measure meted to one should be meted to the 
If this kind of investigation was to be 


A ze c 
Shieh ane aamiaiereh aed ademted | permitted into the affairs of those persons con 


nected with the United States Bank, it was only 
in conformity to all equitable principles of action 

it extended to those connected with what 
he would term “‘ trap”’ banks, being a better term 
for them than ‘* pet”? banks. His object was to 


11 oe : : . 
bte f t 
Mr. PRESTON, from the Committee on the | obtain information as to the precise condition of 


these selected depositories for the money of the 
people. He was not acquainted himeelf with their 


| state, although he had been informed many of the 


Ferguson, and that the petitioner have leave to | 
withdraw his papers; which was so ordered. 

Mr. KENT presented a resolution of the Legis- | 
lature of Maryland, instructing their Senators and | 


requesting their Representatives to exert them- || 
ress for the bene- || 


seives in obtaining aid from Cong 


fit of the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal; which was || 


referred to the Committee on Roads and Canals. 
Mr. TOMLINSON, from the Committee on 





Pensions, reported a bill from the House of Rep- || 


resentatives, relative to pensions, with an amend- | 


ment. | 
Mr. TOMLINSON, from the same committee, | 


asked to be discharged from the further considera- || 


tion of the petition of Benjamin Sampson; which 
was agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. TOMLINSON, the docu- 
ments relative to the improvement of the harbor 
of Bridgeport were referred to the Committee on 


|| into executive business; when, after spending 


j | 


| 


| tion, submitted by him yesterday: 


|| State banks so selected, were what was called 
| ** family concerns.’”? The inquiry, therefore, into 
| the debts of those controlling them, was an inquiry 
|| into their condition, involving considerations of 
|| the solvency of the banks themselves, as well as 
| their fitness for being depositories. He called for 
|| the yeas and nays on the resolution. 
r. WAYNE desired to correct a misconcep- 
| tion which appeared in the Intelligencer, ‘that he 
|| had promised to vote for this resolution’? when 
submitted by the gentleman from Maesachusetts, 
| yesterday. He had not done so. He had ex- 
epee a wish that the consideration of it should 
|| be postponed, to give the members an opportunity 
|| of understanding the subject, and then deciding 
_whether or not it should be adopted by them. 
|| The resolution appeared to him to be in some 
| respects unnecessary, as there were two of the 
|| subjects upon which information was called, before 


Mr. LINN presented the petition of George F. 
Bollinger; which was referred tothe Committee on 
Military Affairs. 

Mr. HENDRICKS presented a memorial from 
the officers of Port Dearborn; which was referred 
to the Committee on Military Affairs. 


On motion of Mr. WRIGHT, the Senate went 





some time therein, 
The Senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
SarurpDay, March 29, 1834. 


Mr. J.Q ADAMS asked the unanimous con- 
sent of the Llouse to take up the following resolu- 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be || the House. They had copies of the charters of 


directed to lay before this Hlouse copies of the pall the banks ee Bom by the Secretary of the 


eee oe haters by ware as oo | Treasury, already on their files in the documents 
wering the Committee on the Post Office and | Bank of ae United ‘Sais tnd me enshien, t6- || furnished by him, in answer toa call for that pur- 


0 | ’ 
Post Roads wo send for persons and papers, and _ gether with the names of the presidents, directors, pose by the Senate in December last. They had 


Commerce. 
The resolution offered by Mr. EWING, em- 


appointing a clerk to aid them, was taken up and | sing stockholders, in the said selected banks, with 


adopted. | the amount of stock in said banks held by each 
Mr. SOUTHARD, from the Committee on || stockholder, and the amount of debt due by each 
Naval Affairs, reported a bill from the House of || 


president, cashier, and director, of each of the 
Represeniatives for the relief of John G. Reynolds, || banks, to the said banks, at the time when it was | 


and gave notice that he was instructed by thecom- || selected as a depository, and at this time. 
mittee when the bill came to be acted upon to |; Mr, FOSTER objecting— 
object to its passage. | 


Mr. SOUrHARD, from the same committee, I 
rene a bill pouuratieg the compensation of cer- | 
tain officers in the marine corps. | which having been ordered— 

Mr. SOUTHARD, from the same committee, || r i i 
reported a bill for the relief of Samuel C. Reid, || on he seen et tha Touoe, he would withdraws 


and the officers and crew of the privateer General 
Armstrong. 


for the purpose of taking it up. 


|| Mr. WILLIAMS called for the yeas and nays; | 





his objection. — , . 6 id 
Also, a bill for the relief of the heirs and legal || Mr ADAMS desired to have the following in- 
representatives of Henry Eckford, deceased; || serted as a modification to the resolution: 
which was ordered to be printed. | § And that the Secretary of the Treasury be di- 
_Also, a bill for the relief of James Noble, and a | < rected to report to this House a statement of all 
bill for the relief of Laomi Baldwin. ‘ sums, denominated in the Treasury accounts una- 


Mr. WILKINS, from the Commitieeon Foreign || « pailable funds, specifically designating the several 
Relations, reported a bill extending for six months || « banks or individuals indebted to the T 


the time allowing the Commissioners of the Nea- || « therefor; the time when each debt first became 
politan treaty to settle claims of the citizens of || «due; the time when failure of payment thereof 
the United States under that treaty. . ‘first occurred; the security, if any, which the 
_ Mr. BENTON submitted the following resolu- || ‘public have for payment thereof, at any time, 
tion, and on his motion, without being read, it || ‘ and the prospect of such eventual payment.” 
was ordered to be printed: Mr. HARPER, of Pennsylvania,. considered 
Resolved, Thata Committee be appointed on-the | that it was not right to call for information with 





| 


also the names of the stockholders, as far as they 
could be ascertained, although they had not the 


|| amount of the stock held by them. For this he 
|| would, perhaps, be willing to vote, also for the 
| names of the law 


yers and solicitors employed. 
There were some other objections to the resolu- 


|| tion on its merits; for there was now a much wider 


| inquiry demanded than when the resolution was 
Mr. ADAMS moved a suspension of the rule, | first proposed. 


He would ask the honorable 


|, member from Massachusetts, if this inquiry was 


| consistent with the position he had formerly main- 
| tained? at the same time reminded him that he 
| (Mr. W.]j went with him on a former occasion, in 


save the time of the House, he would withdraw || objection to examination into the private accounts 


of any individuals. The inquiry now proposed 
was one which could not be effected. They had 
no control over the State banks; and it was one 
which could be of no benefit, whilst, at the came 
time, it might prove to be eventually injurious. If 
the resolution was adopted, the Secretary might 
fairly and truly say that he could not give the 
information, because he certainly had no authority 


reasury || to procure it; and if he had, he would contend that 


its effect would be to give to Government an infla- 
ence over the State banks more direct than was 
desirable. 

The resolution was, in another point of view, 
unnecessary for the objects stated by the honorable 
member from Massachusetts. The report presented 
by the Committee of Ways and Means recom- 
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mended the adoption of a law regulating the de- | give information on the subject that would be | 
posite of the public money with the State banks; || desired. 
‘that they should be made as Congress would || Mr. WILDE said he would support any and 
direct.”” The consequence of the adoption of the | all amendments that should be proposed, unless 
resolution, and of action upon it by the Secretary || they should be such as would change the charac- 
of the Treasury, would be this, although he did not | ter of the inquiry. He desired here to tender his 
say such was the object of the member proposing || thanks to the member from North Carolina [Mr. 
it: the State banke might tell the Secretary that || Sreicur] for the aid which he had given. The 
he had no power to call for theinformation. They |, system—if system it could be called, which system 
might be induced to refuse the call from a desire || it was none—into which the money affairs of the | 
to preserve their perfect independence, and put || country had been brought by the conduct of the 
themeelves in an improper position as respected the || high cfficers of the Government, was rapidly de- | 
Government. He contended, also, that one effect || veloping. He, however, agreeing with the senti- 
of the proposition might be to induce the public to || ments expressed by him, wished to put the vote 
suppose that these banks were unsafe as deposito- || he should give on grounds still more distinct than 
ries. {t was unnecessary, with a view to inquiry || those of the member from North Carolina. The | 
as to the safety of these institutions for that pur- || views which he had were, that the whole control 
pose, as they were obliged to furnish statements | over the public money—viz: to raise it, to pay it 
weekly, and when called upon, of their affairs. || out, and to deposite it for safe-keeping—belonged 
Why, then, as their condition was thus known, | to Congress. They were told now, that Congress 
should they be called on for that information which | had no right to inquire into the condition of those | 
there had loon an objection made to demand from || banks having it. If.this was the fact; if the | 
the Bank of the United States? The member from 
Massachusetts said his resolution was intended as || had no right to inquire, then came the natural 
a set-off to inquiries that were contemplated to be || inquiry, how came it to be placed there? If this | 
made for improper uses into the affairs of indi- || was true, what (he asked) was the condition of the | 
| 





viduals having transactions with the Bank of the || country? He desired to be understood as main- 
United States. If he (Mr. W.) thought such was | | 
to be the use to which the resolution proposed for 
adoption, in the report of the Committee of Ways 
and Means, was to be applied, he would feel bound |, determine whether the resolution embraces a suffi- | 
to vote against it. He was willing to vote for in- || cient range ot inquiry. He had no es aya that ' 
quiry, if it was limited to cases in which there had |; theinquiry should be made as extensively in regard : 
been violations of their charters by any of the State | 
banks, but he considered it altogether unnecessary | 
to inquire into the sul jects of any loans made by | 
the State banks to any individuals. Where such || 


taining that Congress had no right to put the pub- | 
he money in places, into the safety of which they | 


but he saw no propriety in connecting the two | 
inquiries. 


Mr. MANN, of New ‘York, said there were 











| 
| 
| 
| 
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| 
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IN SENATE. 
Mownpar, March 31, 1834. 


Mr. BIBB submitted the following resolution 
and asked the unanimous consent of the Senate for 
its immediate consideration; which was granted 
and tte resolution adopted: F 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Department 
of State be requested to lay before the* Senate, as 
soon as practicable, all the information which has 
been obtained under a resulution of the Senate of 
the 26:h February, 1833, touching :he population 
of the United Siates, vt all kinds, native and alien, 
the militia, and such other statistical information 
as the wee might deem useful and expedient; 
and particularly that he lay before the Senate all 
the information that has been obtained under the 
circulars issued by Mr. Livingston, propounding 
queries to obtain information, as well on the sul- 
jects particularly memioned, as upon the subjects 
confided to his direction by that resolution. 


Mr. MANGUM presented a memorial from 


money had got into depositories into which they || inhabitants of the county of Wilkes, North Caro- 


lina. 

Also, a preamble and resolutions adopted at a 
meeting of citizens of Mounisviile, Rowan county, 
North Carolina. 

Also, a memorial signed by 500 citizens of Beav- 
fort county, North Carolina, in favor of the res- 


had not the right to inquire. He was at a loss to || toration of the deposites to the Bank of the United 


States 
All of which, after explanatory remarks by Mr. 
M., were read, referred to the Committee on Fi- 


to the United States Bank as to the State bani; || nance, and ordered to be printed. 


Mr. KING, of Alabama, presented a memorial 
from citizens of the city of Mobile, in the State of 
Alabama. 


loans were secure the inquiry was unnecessary. || but two points in the inquiry proposed which had 
In every point of view, and as additional sub- || 
jects for inquiry had been proposed, further time || 


was necessary before they should act on the resolu- 


tion. He would not now move to postpone its | 
consideration to a day certain, being desirous to | 


give a fair opportunity to any member who wished 


| Mr. K. said he had a personal acquaintance with 
not already been laid betore the House, in answer |, a majority of the signers of the paper; they were 
to the former inquiries. The names of the law- || personsof the greatest respectability, many of them 
yers and solicitors were desirable, in his opinion. | merchants of the highest standing in suciety. They 
The amount of debt due by each president, cash- || say they are not carried away by party considera- 
ier, &c., was perhaps desirable and useful. He | tions, and they express themselves in the most 


|| saw no objection to it, and he trusted that the gen- '| decorous and respecttul language. They said that 


to reply. After that he would do go, that there 
might be full discussion upon it, and after which || withdraw his motion to strike out this clause. 
they could determine whether the inquiry wasa || Mr. HARPER roseand said he would withdraw 
proper one to make, or whether the information on || his motion to strike out the clause. ; 
their table was not sufficient. || The hour he.e expired for the consideration of 
Mr. McKINLEY would willingly assent to the | resolutions. 
inquiry into the condition of the State banks, if || 
the resolution proposed to ascertain that of which || 
the Secretary had official knowledge; or if he could 
be shown to have the power to procure the infor- | 
mation sought for by the resolution, he would vote | 


tleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. [larrer] would 


of the Elouse, for the purpose of proceeding to | 
consider the general appropriation bill. 
Mr. McDUFFIE suggested that the adoption 
| ote | of the motion would not promote the despatch of 
for it, without mr regard to the object for which |) public business, as the Senate, it was well known, : 
at was proposed. Le considered that all the power | had not yet acied upon the bills already sent to 
which vested in the Secretary of the Treasury, || them. | 


over the State banks, was that which was given, Mr. WILLIAMS objected to the motion, that | 


him by the contracts into which they entered with | no notice had been given of it, and he called for 
him. There was no such power in the contracts. i 


' the yeas and nays upon it; which were ordered. 
How, then, could the House require the Secretary || r. MERCER moved to amend the motion, by | 
to procure this information? 


SPEIGHT said, thatalthough he had | adding the Potomac bridge bill. Rejected. 
¢. said, that although he had sup- | : : . £ 
ported the Secretary of the Treasury, yet he, for | ee net aaa, a ae | 
one, was willing to vote for any inquiry that should | bill making appropriations for the support of Gov- | 


be proposed to elucidate the affairs of those State | i 
banks that were selected by the Secretary for the | Seale 107, eater tdat | 


safe-keeping of the public money; and so far from || : ; 
thinking with the gentleman from Georgia (Mr. || The House proceeded to the consideration of 


Warne} that the Secretary had not the power to || private bills. ; / ! | 
procure the information, he should think he had; The following bills were considered, and or- 


and that if he had not, he had been guilty of a | dered to be engrossed for a third reading: 

great neglect of his duty in not having it. With 1 A bill for the relief of Edward Brooke; 

respect to what had been said by the gentleman |_ A bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
from Alabama, (Mr. McKinxer,] he would only | of William Rogers,-deceased; 

reply, that if the power to procure such informa-|| A bill for the relief, in part, of the erew of the 
tion as was now asked for by the resolution, was | brig Sarah George; 

not inserted, or given to the Secretary by the || A biil to authorize letters patent to be issued to 
various contracts entered into, it ought tohave been | Morris B. Ogden. 

inthem. He wassurprised at the motion offered by The bill for the relief of David Kilbourn was 
the member from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Harper,} | takenup. A discussion ensued, in which Messrs. 
to strike out the parts respecting the debts of the | WHITTLESEY, of Ohio, BURD, CHILTON, 
individuals, for he was always ata losstoconceive| THOMSON, BURGES, LANE, VANCE, | 
what good reason there could be for having any | BRIGGS, WARDWELL, GRENNELL, Mc- 
concealment about debts to any banks. Heagreed | KENNAN, EWING, GILLET, and FILL- 
with the gentleman from Massachusetts, that it | MORE participated. 

was necessary to have the inquiry proposed by | The question being on ordering the bill to be 
his resolution. He desired to know everything || engrossed for a third reading, it was taken by yeas | 
about the condition of the State banks, end wished || and nays, and determined in the negatuve—yeas 
him to extend the same inquiry to the Bank of the || 72, nays 86. 

United States. There should be no objection to |! On motion, the House then adjourned. 


| 





for five or six years past the city of Mobile, as 
well as the State of Alavama, had enjoyed a great 
and increasing degree of prosperity, but that for 
the last four or five months this prosperity had re- 
ceived a check, which had unsettled the exchanges 


|| of the country, and which they attributed in some 
Mr. POLK moved the suspension of the rules || 


degree to the removal of the deposites. They 
complained that the pressure in the money market 
had reduced the price of cotton; and they further 


| stated that they had no interest in the United States 


Bank, not being the owners of any stock in the 
insti:ution. They submit it to the wisdom of 
Congress to adopt such measures to relieve the 
pressure in the country as might be most expe- 
dient. The memorial was read, ard, on motion 
of Mr. K., was referred to the Committee on 


|| Finance. 


Mr. KING, of Alabama, in pursuance of notice, 


|| asked and obtained leave to bring in a bill for the 


better organization of the district court of the 
United States in Alabama; which was read, and 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. CLAY called up for consideration his reso- 
lution calling for information from the Treasury 
Department of the amount of deposites made in the 
Union Bank of Maryland. Mr. C. modified his 
resolution as follows: : 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
directed to report to the Senate what amount of 
public money is now on deposite in the Union 
Bank of Maryland; when, and on what account it 
was deposited; and, also, whether any Treasury 
drafts, contingent or other, have been, during the 
month of March, 1534, furnished to the said bank, 
or at any time heretufore to the Bank of Maryland, 
for any and for what purpose. And that he like- 
wise report what amount of stock in the capital 
of the said Union Bak was held by R. B. Taney, 
Esq., when the said bank was selected as one of 
the banks to receive on deposite the public money, 
and what atnount of said stock he now holds. 

The resolution, as modified, was adopted. 

Mr. POINDEXTER presented the petition of 
Thomas Mullen; which was referred to the Com- 
mitiee on Claims. 

Mr. POINDEXTER submitted the following 
resolution, and asked the immediate consideration 








1834. 


cen a <iiiuinnietaintamenieatanetinaen 
of the Senate; which being agreed to, the resolu- 
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1 plaining of the reporters, because they do not 
tion was adopted: brig American; _ | make a good speech out of a bad one, or because 
Resolved, That the Commissioner of the Gen- | A bull for the relief of Mary O'Sullivan; _ they fail to report what he would have said, if he 

i Land Office be directed to communicate to the || A bill for the relief of Alexander J. Ross; | had not forgotten it. 
oneal the number of patents in his office pre- | A biil for the relief of the heirs of James Brown; || Mr. P. said, when he rose to address the House 
red for the signature of the President of the | A bill for the relief of George Bowen; || the other day-on the presentation by his colleague 
nited States, which have not been signed, and | A bill for the relief of the heirs of Thomas | of the resolutions under consideration, he did not 
the number of final certificates filed in his office, | Sampson; ; : intend to occupy more time than would have been 
on which patents have not been prepared for sig- | A biil for the relief of Henry Whitney. | necessary to correct an erroneous impression made 
nature. || The following bills were read a third time, and || ew ee — to — a 
Mr. POINDEXTER submitted the following 1 passed: || in Mississippi on the all-engrossing subject of the 

















A bill authorizing issue of the register of the 


resolution: 

Resolved, That one thousand copies of the Jour- | 
nals of the old Congress. and of the Senate, in- 
cluding, in separate volumes, the confidenual pro- 


ceedings, with a compendious index to the whole, || 


in each volume, be printed for the use of the Sen- 
ate, and that the same be retained subject to the 
further order of the Senate. 

Oo motion of Mr. WRIGHT, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of the reference of the | 
memofial of the citizens of Albany, New York, 
to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. WRIGHT rose and spoke at length. He 
was followed by Messrs. EWING and CLAY; | 
when the memorial was referred to the Committee | 
on Finance, and, with the names, ordered to be 
printed. 


citizens of the city of Albany, opposed to a restora- 
tion of the deposites to the Bank of the United 
States; which, on his motion, was ordered to be 
printed, with the names, and referred to the Com- | 
mittee on Finance. 


Mr. TYLER presented the petition of Josiah | 


Hopkins; which was referred to the Committee | 
on Pensions. 


Mr. LINN, from the Committee on Private || 


Land Claims, reported a bill relative to land claim- 
ants in Missouri. 


Mr. EWING gave notice that he should to- 1 


morrow call up for consideration the bill making | 
appropriations for extending the Cumberland road | 
through the States of Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois, | 
and as the Senate was not full, and the hour was | 
late, he moved an adjournment, but withdrew the 
motion at the instance of 

Mr. POINDEXTER, upon whose motion the 
Senate proceeded to 


THE ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

The following bills from the House of Repre- | 
sentatives were ordered to be engrossed and read 
a third time: 

A bill for the relief of Peleg Sprague, with 
amendments; and 

A bill for the relief of John Haggerty and David 
Austin, with amendments. 


The following bills were read a first and second 
time, and referred: 

A bill for the relief of Joseph W. Armistead; 

A bill for the relief of the owners of the schooner 
Joseph and Mary; 

A bill for the relief of Samuel D. Walker; 

A bill for the relief of William B. Doliber and 
others; 

A bill for the relief of Stephen Kingston; 

A bill for the relief of James Marsh; 

A bill for the relief of William K. Paulding; 

A bill for the relief of William Haslett; 

A bill for the relief of William O’Neal; 

A biil for the relief of Nicholas D. Coleman; 

A bill for the relief of James Kitchens; 

A bill for the relief of William Enos; 

A bill for the relief of John C. Naylor; 

A bill for the relief of John Walton and John 
J. DeGraff; 

A bill for the relief of Henry Sewall and Robert 
Sewall; ® 

A bill for the relief of Frangoise Suzone; 

A bill for the relief of Henry Oakes; 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of William G. 
Christopher; 

A bill for the relief of William L. Cockerille; 

A bill for the relief of Benedict Alford and 
Robert Brush; 

A bill for the relief of Judith Thomas and 
Daniel Palmer; 


A bill grantin ions to certain sons 
ein named. —,, et 





| 


A bill for the relief of Samuel Thompson; 


} 
1} 
} 


bank. Since that time circumstances have devel- 


|| A bill for the relief of Daniel Hazleton and || 


|| Mr.SPRAGUE rose and said, thatconsidera 


Mr. WRIGHT presented the memorial of 1,700 | 


|| presentation by Mr. CAGE of the resolutions of | 


] under a much more fashionable and prevalent dis- 
| 


| oped themselves which had caused him to consider 
| itdue to the House, to the country, to his con- 
stituents, and to himself, that he should rise in his 
place and speak forth the words of truth and sober- 
ness. He did not intend, however, to discuss at 
that time the merits of the bank question, nor 
inquire into the legality or expediency of the con- 
duct of the Secretary of the Treasury in removin 
the public deposites from the Bank of the Unite 
States to the local institutions. He rose more par- 
ticularly for the purpose of explaining some of the 
reasons why he could not consistently comply with 
the requests of his constituents who composed the 
meeting that adopted the resolutions under con- 
siderauon. He agreed with them in the opinions 
therein expressed relative to the apparently pros- 
| perous condition of the State of Mississippi a few 
pate | months ago and the present distress of which they 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. | complained, but differed with them altogether as 
| to the origin of these difficulties and reverses, and 
Monpay, March 31, 1834. 


|| was opposed to the remedy which they recom- 
In pursuance of the rule of the House, the States || mended. It was unnecessary, he presumed, for 


were called for the presentation of petitions, memo- him to bear testimony to the high standing and 
rials, &c., beginning with Mississippi, where the || respectability of those whose names were men- 
call was suspended on Monday lust, after the | tioned in the resolutions. The most of them were 
3 known to some of the gentlemen on that floor; and, 
sundry citizens of Natch«z, condemning the re- || to say the least of it, as favorably known as those 
moval of the deposites, and recommending their || who had the honor of representing them. There 
restoration, &c. ; 5 un || were (he said) several gentlemen in his eye besides 
Mr. PLUMMER said that he had not inflicted | his honorable colleague who would not hesitate to 
on the House a speech during its present session. || youch for the names of Wilkins, Grayson, Quit- 
His silence during all this time had not been owing | man, Bingaman, and Merrill. The right of the 
| to a want of confidence in himself, so much as to || people to instruct the representatives of their own 
| ill health. The ague and fever with which hehad || choice (he said) was one which he held more 
| been afflicted during the chilling blasts of winter, || sacred than any other right claimed or exercised 
| had, on the opening of spring, left him suffering || by the citizens of a free Government. He held 
| that it was the imperious duty of the Representa- 
| tive, who was the public servant of the people, to 
mest of the members of Congress, and seemed to || obey the mandates of his constituents on all quea- 
be contagious. It was not his purpose to enter || tions of expediency, when clearly expressed. He 
into a discussion of the various symptoms of the || went farther, and admitted that it was the bounden 
| disease in its different stages, nor was he capable || duty of a Representative to obey the known will 
| of throwing any light on the subject, although he } of his constituents on all questions which might 
| had paid some attention to the effects which it had \| come before him, either of a general or a local 
on both the body and mind. The general symp- || nature, or resort to the other alternative, and fol- 
toms, he said, werean apparent restlessness of the || low the praiseworthy example set them by a dis- 
| whole body, palpitation of the heart and uneasi- || tinguished gentleman from Virginia a short time 
| ness of mind. It frequently caused the features of || since in the other end of the building. 
| the patient to be distorted, muttering a jargon of || Whatia the will of the people,and whether there 
| high-sounding and unmeaning words; sometimes || has or has not been a fair expression of that will, 
it affected him in a manner not unlike the hydro- || are questions of which every one must judge for 
phobia, causing foaming at the mouth; at others, || himself, and upon his own responsibility. He 
stamping of the feet, clenching of the fists, wise || professed to know the sentiments of the great mass 
and learned looks and ludicrous motions of the | of the people of Mississinpi as well, but not better, 
arms and other parts of the body, and not unfre- | than any otherman. He had been among them 
quently a perversion of the truth. Owing to the } from boyhood. He had grown with their growth, 
want of aclassical education he did not understand || and strengthened with their strength, and under- 
the technicalities of the learned professions, but he | took to assert that three fourths of the whole 
had heard those who talked Greek and spoke Latin || number of voters in the State were oppoeed to a 


A bill for the relief of Thomas Richardson; 
A bill for the relief of John Thompson; 
William Palmer; 1} 

A bill for the relief of the sureties of John HH. || 
Morton. } 
Upon the bill for the relief of the heirs and legal || 
| representatives of Moses Shepherd, deceased, || 
| being called up upon its passage— 1] 

ble || 


| litigation had previously occurred upon the merits || 

of that claim, and as the Senate was thin, and the || 
| usual hour for adjournment had long since passed, | 
| he should noturge any member to explain its pro- | 
| visions, but would move that the Senate adjourn. || 
The Senate then adjourned, 











ease in this climate. It was a disease common to 














call the disease of which he had spoken the ‘‘ Ca- || 


coethes loquendi.’? It was, he said, considered 
incurable; temporary relief might, however, be ob- 
tained, by talking from onetothreedays. Although 
the members of the House might have cause to 
regret it, he most heartily congratulated himself 
on a change of diseases. He no longer felt in- 
clined to yawn, pains in his bones, and cold flashes 
running up his back, intimations of the approach- 
ing ague, but he felt strong symptoms of the other 
disease. Unless, however, his case should become 
more aggravated than it wasat present, he trusted 
that he should not occupy the time of the House 
long on the subject under consideration. If, inthe 
few remarks he intended to submit, he should fail 
to command the attention of the House, he hoped 
that he should be so well satisfied with his own 
effort, as not to be under the necessity of procuring 
an anonymous puff of himself to be published in 
the newspapers; nor of falling into the fashionable 
practice of addressing a note to the editors, com- 


recharter of the United States Bank, and, conse- 

quently, to a restoration of the deposites. He 

might, he said, be mistaken in his opinion with 

| regard to public sentiment in Mississippi, but as 
evidence of his wr he was willing to stake 
his popularity, which he prized as high as any 
man, and all of his political prospects on the ques- 

| tion, if those who differed with him in opinion 

| chose to make up an issue on that subject, 
the people of that State. 

In 1828, the General Assembly of Mississippi 
passed a set of joint resolutions remonstratin 
against the introduction of a branch of the Uni 
States Bank within the limits of that State. Mr. 
P. said he was a member of the Legislature which 
adopted those ‘resolutions, and gave them his 
support. In 1829 and 1830, efforte were made to 
repeal the resolutions, and invite the location of 
a branch within the State, which he opposed. 
They were not — until the next session of 
the Legi . he became a member elect af 
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Congress. At the first session of the 22d Con- | 
gress, he voted uniformly with the opponents of 
the bank, and recorded his vote against the bill to 

recharter that institution. After his vote on the 

bank, and afer the Executive veto on that bill, 

in August, 1832, hie name went before the peo- 

ple of Mississippi for a reélection. He was op- 

posed by the presses in support of the bank, on | 
the ground uf his vote, and his opposition to that 

institution. The whole power of the bank was 

brought to bear on him, and at a time, too, when 

absent, and unable to defend himself. With these 

things known to the people of the State, for they 

were not done in the corner, be was reélected by 

a majority of the whole number of votes given at 

the elecuon. Although he was under no posi- 

tive pledge to oppdse the bank, nor support the 

measures of the Administration, there was an 

impiied pledge on his part to support the meas- 

ures advocated by the laboring part of the com- 

munity—by the working-men of Mississippi—to 

whom alone he was indebted for his seat on that 

floor. 

He was (he said) opposed to rechartering that 
moneyed monster, and opposed to a restoration of 
the deposites, not because he wished to conciliate | 
General Jackson, for he said he had never found | 
favor in his sight, but because he was opposed to 
all licensed monopolies, to the conferring of ex- 
clusive privileges on any man, or corporation of 
men. ‘The President advocated the principles of 
the working-men of the country, therefore did he 
support him; whenever he abandoned those prin- 
ciples, he was in honor bound to his constituents 
ty abandon him. Mr. P. said he should be re- 
creant to those who had honored him with their 
euffrages, and uaworthy of the station he occu- 
pied, if, under the circumstances, he should vote 
for a restoration of the deposites, or a recharter of 
the bank. He had a high respect for the opinions 
of those whose names were mentioned on the face 
of the resolutions, but for the purpose of showing 
that there had been no change in public sentiment, 
as has been inferred, in Mississippi, he must be | 

ermitied to state, that all of them excepting one, | 

ad always belonged to the National Republican 
(he would not say Federal Bank) party, and uni- 
form opposers of the present Administration; and | 
the one excepted, was an admitted Federalist, | 
and President of the Branch Bank located at 
Natchez. 

{Mr. Cace here corrected Mr. PLummer, and 
said, if he had reference to Colonel Wilkins, that 
it was a mistake. } 

Mr. P. said if he was mistaken, it was because 
he had recently resigned, 

Mr. P. said that he would here take occasion to 
repel a charge that had been made from a quarter 
which he did not think proper to name, because it 
might be a violation of order, that his course on 
this question ‘* was the effect of party trammels;”’ 
that he was ‘‘ under the influence of decided party 
discipline;’’ that he had ** become a mere automa- 
ton,” and disposed to ‘* surrender his judgment, 
and what he believed to be the best interests of the 

eople of Mississippi, at the shrine of party.’’ Mr. 

. said he, too,with his honorable colleague, should 
** fearlessly do what he believed to be his duty;” 
that he, too, with his honorable colleague, could 
gafely say, that ‘* he had no interests”’ here, ** un- 
connected ’’ with the interests of the people he hed 
the honor in part to represent. Charges such as 
he had named came with a bad grace from those 
who were under the necessity of placing themselves | 
under ** trammels’’ and ‘* party discipline’’ to pro- | 
cure their election to a seat in that Hall. It was 
well known, he said, that he had never been a | 
favorite of those who stood at the head of, and con- 
trolied the destinies of the Adininistration party in 
Mississippi. That he might not be misunderstood, 
he would particularize. He had never Leen sup- 
ported by the Governor of the State, who was 
considered by the party as their champion. The 
patronage of the General Government had been 
arrayed against him, if that could be considered 
mn tronage of the Government, which caused | 

e 
sissippi to oppose his election. There were, at the 
time he was elected to the station which he then | 
held, five newspapers within his district in sup- 
port of the Administration. Two of them, he said, 
assailed him with all of the violence of political | 
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nited States officers within the State of Mis- | 
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partisans; two of them admitted communications 
against him, and refused or neglected to defend 
him; and the fifth one, a new paper, just then | 
established, had since discarded him. He had, be | 
said, received no favors at the hands of the ex- | 
ecutive branch of the Government, nor Lad he any | 
to ask. He mentioned these things, not in a spirit |: 
of complaint towards the President, or any of the 
Heads of Departments; not out of any feelings of 
disrespect to the Governor of the State—who cém- | 
manded from him that respect due to a generous | 
heart, and the high and responsible station which | 
he occupied—or any one else; but in justification 
of his course there, and in reply to an attack made | 
against him and others on that floor, with whom | 
he acted on the all-absorbing question of the bank, 
in one of the newspapers printed in the State he | 
had the honor in part to represent. 
Mr. P. said, he did not propose to occupy the | 
time of the House in responding to the common | 
newspaper slang of those who were under the | 
influence of the bank, nor did he deem it necessary 


| to notice the vulgar and abusive communications | 


of the letter-writers, whether over the signature of | 
**Major Downing,” ** The Spy,’ or any other | 
poor, anonymous, irresponsible devil, who earned | 
his daily bread by fabricating libels on the char- | 
acters of those who would not bow down and | 
worship at the footstool of their master and em- | 
ployer—the Bank of the United States. But (he 
siid) when he saw a communication from a respon- | 
sible source, over the signature of an honorable gen- | 
tleman, published in a public journal, and evideuily 
intended for the public eye, misrepresenting the | 
opinions of high public funcuonaries, and contain- | 
ing slanderous charges against a portion of the 
members of that House with whom he was asso- || 
ciated on a question of great national importance, | 
he considered it not only his right, but bis duty to | 
notice it in his place on the floor of that Elall, even | 
though it might possibly have been written hy one 
entitled to a seat within its walls. If (said Mr. | 
P.) the publication should have been first made in | 
his own State, and intended to mislead those whom | 
he had the honor, in part, to represent,and calcu- | 
lated to injure him—if believed—in their estima- | 
tion, it would be due to his constituents as well as 
to himself, that the misrepresentation should be 
corrected, the slanderous charges contradicted, 
and things called by their right names. 

For the purpose of bringing the Administration, | 
and those who support its measures, into disrepute 
among the people of Mississippi, it had been 
asserted by that high authority to which he had 
already made allusion, that **there is no complaint | 
that the bank did not discharge promptly and effi- 
ciently all the duties required of it by its charter.”’ 
Now, sir, (said Mr. P.,) I undertake to say, that | 
this statement is a wholesale perversion of truth, | 
and misrepresentation of facts. Let us inquire 
what is meant by this statement. 
to the bank, nor those opposed to the Administra- |) 
tion; for they have made no complaints against the | 
bank. It must, then, be intended to convey the | 
idea that no charges or complaints have been made | 
from any source **that the bank did not discharge | 
promptly and efficiently all of the duties required 
of it by its charter,”’ but that the Secretary of the 
Treasury removed the deposites in vidlation of 
law, without any complaint being made, without | 
any provocation whatever; and, if he might be | 
allowed to use a legal phrase, with malice afore- | 
thougnt, and without the fear of God before his | 
eyes; and that those who sustained his course on 
that floor were particeps criminis in the transac- | 
tion. 

To show the falsity of that statement, he would | 
only mention such charges made against the bank | 
as had been not only clearly proven, but admitted | 
by its friends, and attempted to be justified. 


and one or two others, when the charter expressly | 
provides that ** not less than seven directors sha'l | 
constitute a beard for the transection of business,”’ | 
to the exclusion of the Government directors alto- | 
gether from the board; to the effort on the part of | 
the bank to postpone secretly, without the consent | 
of the Government, the payment of a portion of | 
the public debt, called the three per cent. stocks; | 
to the unconscientious demand on the part of the | 


It cannot refer | 


He | 
begged leave to call the attention of that letter- | 
writer to the fact of the transaction of the most || 
_ important business by the bank, by the President, | 


bank for damages to the amount of $158,842 77 
on the protested bill drawn by the United States 
on the French Governmen:; to the enormous sums 
of the people’s money appropriated illegally to 
editors and printers for the purpose of abusing the 
President of the United Staies. 

Again, (said Mr. P.,) this distinguished letter. 
writer says, “ It certainly never was intended to 
‘ give to the Secretary uf the Treasury the regula- 
*‘uon of the currency of the country, by an uniim- 
‘ited control over the moneyed institutions; and 
* yet the Secretary, in his report to Congress, hag 
‘claimed all this power.”” Now, I undertake (said 
Mr. P.) to say that he bas neither claimed nor 
exercised any such power. He has not, on any 
occasion, attempted to regulate the currency of the 
country. He has never at any time exercised, or 
attempted to exercise, any control over the money- 
ed institutions. The 16h section of the bank 
charier enacts ‘* that the deposites of the money 
‘of the United States in places in which the said 
‘bank or branches thereof may be established, 
‘shall be made in said bank or branches thereof, 
‘unless the Secretary of the Treasury shull at any 
* time otherwise order and direct.”’ In conformity 
with the provisions of that act, the public moneys 
were deposited in the United States Bink and 
branches until September last, when the Secretary 
of the Treasury ordered and directed that there- 
after they should be made in the State banks, for 
reasons which he communicated to Congress at 
the commencement of the session, as he lawfully 
might do. Was this regulating the currency of 
thecountry? Was thisclaiming a control over the 
moneyed institutions? Or wasit only designating 
the place where the money should be deposited for 
safe keeping. 

Tue honorable letter-writer, (said Mr. P ,) from 
whom he had made sundry quotations, had pro- 
pounded to the people of Mississippi a series ¢ f in- 
terrogatories, which he read, and begged leave to 
answer in theirorder. Mr. P. said, if an apology 
was due for occupying the time of the House in 
responding to newspaper scribblers, it might be 
found in the fact that he stood by himself in sup- 
port of the Democracy of the State here, and un- 
supported by any of the presses at home. If he 
should respond by a written communication to that 
renowned letter-writer, there was no certainty of 
its being published in the State which he had the 
honor in part to represent. Duriug the last ses- 
sion of Congress, he said that he wrote several 
letters, and delivered speeches on several important 
questions, that were published in the city payers, 
and republished in different parts of the Union, 
none of which found their way into the newspa- 
pers cf Mississippi. He therefore hoped the House 
would allow him to do an act of justice to himself 
and the Democracy of the State, which, from his 
peculiar situation, he could not otherwise well do. 
In answer to the following interrogatory — 

‘How do the people of Mississippi stand 
‘affected in relation to the removal of the public 
* deposites ?”’ 

Mr. P. said thatthe Democracy of Mississippi 
stood unmoved and immovable—resolved to sacri- 
fice ‘** their lives, their fortune, and their sacred 
honor,” in defence of those rights and privileges 
handed down to them by theirfathers, rather than 
permit themselves to be made the s'aves and vas 
sals of an irresponsible corporation, wielding a 
moneyed power which already shook our institu- 
tions to the centre, and threatened to break down 


| the Constitution, trample on the laws, and pros- 


trate the liberties of the people. This, said Mr. 
P., is the way the great mass of the people, the 
working-men of the State, stand, and the way 
they will continue to stand, even if the pecuniary 
distress should be greater than at present. There 
is, however, said Mr. P., another party, differ- 
ently situated, and differently fiected. The Fed- 
eralists of ’98, of alien and sedition law memory — 
the anti-war party, of Hartford Convention mem- 
ory—the old aristocracy of the Siate—the Na- 
tional Republican party—the Bank party, and all 
of the discordant materials (not exceeding one- 
fourth of the State) who have uniformly opposed 
the measures of the present Administration, (ex- 
cepting the proclamation and enforcing! ill,) **stand 
affected’? in favor of rechartering the United States 
Bank, and, consequently, in favor of restoring the 
deposites. Not an original Jackson-man was there 
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among them, excepting a few of the followers of | This expansion of the bank (said Mr P_) made | 


thatiogenious politician who had recently invented 


a mode by whieh these oppused to the bauk on | 
constiutional grounds can cunsister.tly vote tor a | 
recharterof thacinstituiion, and afew disappointed | 
old Federalists who crept into the Denmcratic | 
These, said Mr. P., | 
are the individuals who are following in the wake | 


rauks for the sake of office. 


of their leaders, and responding to the infamma- 
tory panic speeches of Congress by passing 
disiress resolutions at public meetings, for the pur- 
pose of influencing the action of this House. \ 
question before the people of the United States is 
the same now, said Mr. P., that it has been ever 
since the adwption of the Constitution, between 


the Federalistsand Republicane—between the Aris- _ 


tocracy and Democracy—between those who are 


in favor of enlarging the powers of the General | 


Government, by implication, and those who are 
for confining it within the limits prescribed by the 
Constitution. Gentlemen might disguise it as they 
would, that, he said, was the real state of the 
question. lo answer to the second interrogatory, 
** Do they believe good or evil 1s to come of it?”’ 
Mr. P. said that if their representatives did not 
violate the trust reposed in them, and forfeit the 
confidence of the people who seut them there, by 
vorng for a restorauon of the depositer, and a 


recharter of the bai.k, they believed that the great | 


caure of the ‘evil’? would expire by limitation, 


and that ** good”’ would eventually ** come of 1.”’ 
Mr. P. read from the same paper the following 
interrogatories: 


** Do they, or do they not feel that something is || 


‘ wrong, in relation to the money operations of the 
‘country? Do they, or do they not feel that a 
* blow has, from some quarter or other, fallen upon 
* and paralyzed their bestinierests? Do they trace 
‘ the fall in price, and stagnation in the operations 
‘of the great staple of our Country, to any par- 
* ticular cause, and if se, what is 1'?”’ 


The people ot Missis~ippi (said Mr. P.) do be- | 


lieve that something is legally and morally wrong 


in relation to the moneyed operations of the coun- | 


try; and that wrong, they believe, consists in de- 
stroying private credit, driving the gold and silver 
out of the country, and collecting the loanabile cap- 


ital at one point, and placing it under the control | 
of the Bank of the United Statee—an insiicution | 
exempt! y law from liabilities to wich individuals | 


are subject—a corporation clothed with powers 


repugnant tothe fandamental principles of arepub- | 
jican Government—a moneyed monopoly upon || 


which exciusive privileges have been conferred by 
charter, and an aristocratic institution, under no 


moral obligations, which respects the laws and | 


public opinion only so far as is necessary to pro- 
mote its own interest. The democracy of that 
State (continued Mr. P.) do believe that a blow 
has failen upon and paralyzed their best interests, 
and that there is a stagnation of business, and tall 


in the price of the staple of the country. Ee said, | 


however, that they did nut trace the cause to the 
Secretary of the Treasury, nor to the President of 
the United States, but to the evils of the banking 
system. They did not believe that the mere trans- 


price of cotton, 
afew months ago, described in the resolutions, 
was, he said, owing to the extensive accommoda- 
tions of the bank during the past year. The effect 
of bank paper, every one would admit, was to 


drive the gold and silver out of the country. Ex- | 
perience had demonstrated that specie and paper | 
As long as_ 
|| seciety throughout the land; | 
spirit of revenge, aroused into action by the pre- || 


money could not circulate together 
the bank continued to extend its discounts, money, 
or that which represented money, was plenty, and 
the country apparently in a prosperous co: duion. 


When the bank curtailed its discounts, the syetem | 


contracted, and the pressure on the community 
was in proportion to the curtailment, 
Mr. P.) is the effect of the whole system, and the 
necessary consequence of banking operations. 
What (inquired Mr. P.) were the facts? In the 
short ;eriod of sixteen months, prior to the first 


from forty-two to seventy millions of dollars, being 


he | 


| named. 


| market, at this ume, if there had been no Bank. f 


| * present state of things ?”’ 


‘things would have gone on well; and if it had | about to enslave the peoplé, and who had knuow- 


| out a struggle, and without affecting the body 


‘ator of the currency of the country.’? Here 


| advocate which overturns every argument adduced 
| to show that the present distress in the country is {| 


| Gineral,’’ (as this letter-writer calls him,) and not 
fer of eight millions uf doliurs from one bank to | 
another could cause such distress, and affect the | 
The bright and cheering prospect || 





This (said | 


| money plenty,’’ caused a sudden rise in the prices 


of cotton and the staple commodiiies, and the coun- 
try was apparently in a prosperous condition. Da 
nog the monthset Augustand September last, the 
bank curtailed us loans four millions sixty-six 
thousand one hundred and forty-six dollars, while 
there was an increase of the public deposites,during 


| that period ,of two millions two hundred and sixty- 


eight thousand five hundred and four dollars = Lo 
the short period of two months the enormous sum 
of six millions three hundred and thirty-four thou- 
sand s!x hundred aad fi‘ty dollars was withdrawn 
by the Bank of the Unirea States from the busi 

ness of the country. This curtailment of its loans 
and contraction of its issues, (said Mr. P.,) was 
what caused the price of cotton 'o fall, and brought 
pecuniary distress on the country. The contrac- 
tion, he said, had been in fact greater than he had 
The policy adopted by the United States 
Bank compelled the State banks to curtail in equal 
proportion. Such was the extraordinary power 
of that institution over, not only a poriion« f the 
community, but the State banks, and the whole 
currency of the country. Wruhout, however, 
entering into an argument at that time on the sub- 


|| ject, he begged leave to siate one fac', which he 


considered conclusive on that point. Whether | 
the bank was or wus not compelled to pursue that 


course in self-defence, all the combined powers of || 


the Nationals, Nullifiers, and Bank party put to- | 
gether, could not, he said, induce the intelligen: 
people of Mississippi to believe that there would 
have been any disiress or pressure in the money | 


the United States. That position admiued, (and | 
no man could deny it,) it followed as a necessary 
consequence that the evil must be traced to the 
bank, woud not to the executive branch of the Gov- 
ernment. 
** Do they believe that the action of the execu- | 
‘trve branch of Government in relation to the 
‘United States Bank, the removal of the public 
* deposi'es trom, and usdeclared hos'ility to, this | 
* institution, bas or has not had an effect upon the 
To this, the last inter- 
rogatory, (said Mr. P.,) ‘his writer had in the same 
communication (by mustake, he presumed) fur- 
nished a tull and satisfactory answer. ‘If the 
‘amount of deposites (says the letter-writer) had | 


| * been castinto the ocean,or disposed of inany way, 


‘leaving the bank the tullenjoymentofitschartered 


‘rights avd privileges, ts action urinfluenced by || 


* hosility towards it on the partof the Executive, | 
‘been the sense of the nation that it should have | 
‘died a natural death, its existence would have | 
* terminated, with its constitution or charter, with- | 


* politic mi wich it had figured as the great moder- 


(said Mr. B ) is an admission made by this bank 


produced by the action of ** my old friend the | 


by the veluntary and malicious conduct of the | 
bank. 
*deposites had heen cast into the ocean, th ngs 


| 
| 


i: jury done to the institution, by the Secretary of 


the Treasury, by contracting its issues, and there- | 
by causing universal distress in all classes of || 
that, but for this || 


tended hostility of the Executive, ‘* the existence 
* of the bank would have terminated with its char. 
‘ter, without effecting the body-politic, and that 
‘it would have died a natural death, without a 
‘ struggle,’’ notwithstanding the removal of the 
deposites. When it comes to the test, this (said 





Mr. P.) is what they all are bound to admit. But || 


the public moneys were not cast into the ocean; 


up in the strong box of the Government, for the 


LOBE. 
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vising or lecturing his honorable colleague, for 
whom he eviertained the kindest of feelinga; but 
the cnaracter of the State was suffering under 
charges and imputations which he had beer) airu- 
mental in bringing about. ble therefore begaed 
leave most respectiully to address to the House, 
for the benefit of his colleague, a few observa- 
tions in relation to the sudden change of publie 
eenument in Mississippi, and the hostile attiude 
which that State had assumed towards the mens- 
ured of the Administration, spoken of in that Lali 
and elsewhere. 

_ [The Speaker reminded Mr. P. thet it was not 
in order to speak personaily of any member of the 
House. 

Mc. Cace requested that his colleague might be 
allowed to procecd, if the Chair could permit him, 
witheut tov gresta violation of order, as he wae 
prepared to reply.) 

Mr. P. thanked the Chair for the timely admo- 
nition, and his colleague for his polite reques: in 
his behalf, and begged leave most respecitully to 
inform them that he had no intention of viclaung 
the rules of the House, as they would have learned, 
if they hed been a litle more patient. That there 
should be no dispute or misunderstanding about 
his allusions, Mr. P. said that he would read from 
the newspaper the charge againat the charac.er of 
his State to which he referred. 

Hethen read from the ** Richmond Whig”’ as 
follows: 

‘* Miss:ssipPi.—This State has assumed an at- 
‘titude of decided hostility to the moun-struck 
‘measures of the Admimisiration. The Natchez 
* Courier publishes a letter from Mr. Cage, one of 
‘ the Representatives of the Siate in Congres#, an- 
* nouncing his purpose of throwing off the tram- 
* mels of party, and sustaining the interesis of the 
‘people. Judge Black, of the Senate, elecied a 
‘Jackson man, has taken the same decided stand, 
‘and in both Houses Mississippi is unanimous in 
* the course, unless Mr. Plummer be ati exces tion, 
‘which the Telegraph regards as duubitul,”’ 

Mr. P. pronounced this siatement false. The 
State of Mississippi has nut assumed, he said, 
**an attitude of decided hosility to the measures 
of the Administration.”’ It there was eny hosul- 
ity on the part of that State to the Adminstration 
ou the bank question, it was not among the great 
mass of the peo le, for he had already remarked 
that they stood firmly by the Old klero, who stood 
by them in the hour of peril and danger; Lut was 
among those who were elected to sustain bim in 
his efforts to put down a moneyed mon poly, 


ingly and wilfully violated the plighted fanth of 
their constituents, and forfeited the cou fisence re- 
posed in them by the much abused people of Mis- 


| 8188: ppl. 


Mr. P. referred to another article, stating that 
‘M: Cage,of Mississippi, a member of the Liouse, 
elected as a triend to the Administration, is a friend 
no longer, but speaks loud and strong against it.”” 
In order to explain this strange state of things, he 
said, he deemed it necessary for the world to know 


| a few fac's that he hoped would not be considered 
| entirely irrelevant to the subject under cousidera- 
Mark his words: ** If the amount of the || 


tion, which he understood to involve, among other 


|| things, the question of what was public sentiment 
| * would have gone on well ?’’—that is, the mere re- | 
moval of the deposites would not have caused any || 
|| distress in the country, if the bank had not sought || 
| to revenge itself on the people, for a supposed | 


in Mississippi. His colleague and hims: If, he 
said, were elected to the stations which they occu- 
pied in August, 1832, immediately after the ad- 
journment of the first session of the 22d Congresa, 
Che presses in support of the Administration, 
charged a distinguished Senator from that Siate 
with being hostile to the leading measures of the 
Administration. One of the specificauons was, 
that he had voted for the bill to recharter the Uni- 
ted States Bank, which the Prerident had just put 
The presses in opposition to the 
Administration charged his colleague, another 
Senator, with having supported the leading meas- 
ures of the Administration. One of the specifica- 
uons was, that he had voted egainst the bill to 
recharter the United States Bank. They were 
toasted at dinners and baibecues got up for the 
purpose by their respective friends and partisans— 
the lines of party were distinc:ly drawn—every 


they were not thrown away; they were not locked || 


an increase of twenty-eight millions, a much larger 
amount of loans than wus ever made by the bank 
within the same period, since the granting of its 
charter. 


purpose of onpressing the people; they were placed 
in the State banke, for the accommodation of the 
community. 


Mr. P. said he did not claim the right of ad- 


politician took sides—there was no equivocation 
allowed—the people advanced boldly up to the 
| mark and took their stand—ihey took their motto 
| from the good book, ‘* those who are not for us, 


| 
| 
| 
day of May, 1832, the ba»k extended its loans | 
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are against us’ The people were agitated on the 
question. The excitement was never greater in 
the State. Mr. P. said that the ** whole animal” 
Jackson men kicked him out of company, not- || 
withs'anding he had been a uniform supporter of || 
the Admiuistration, because he had been so unfor- 
iunate as to be a native of Massachusetts, and was 
#0 imprudent as to use the following language in a || 
speech on that floor: ** 1 am no man-worshipper; 
1 do not belong to the leaders of any of the numper- || 
ous parties who figure upon the political theatre; || 
I go fur measures and not for men.”” A higher || 
honor could not, in his opinion, have been confer- 
red on a native of the ** Ancient Commonwealth.” || 
Mr. P. then asked his honorable colleague— 
(however, Mr. P. said, for the purpose of avoid- |) 
ing personalities, he would include himeelf)—he 
then asked the delegation from Mississippi, with 
which party they took sides—with those who eus- 
tained the bank and Ciay’s land bill, and opposed 
the Administration, or with those who sustained | 
the Administratien on those questions? By whom 
(said Mr. P., addressing himself to his colleague, || 
in an emphatic tone) were we supported—by those || 
who susteined the bank, or by those*who sus- || 
tained the Administration? When the Jackson 
presses urged our pretensions on the ground that | 
we were more of Jackson men than our opponents, 
and mace an appeal to the parualities and pre- 
judices of the people, exhorting them to rally at || 
the polls, and give their votes for us, who were | 
the personal and political friends of the hero of 
New Orleans in preference to one whose motto || 
was ‘‘ measures and not men;’’ what, he asked, || 
was the course of hia honorable colleague, (and | 
himself?) 
Did we mount the stump and tell the people | 
that we would not wear ‘ party trammels,’’ that 
we would not be under the influence of * party 
discipline,” that we would not bow * atthe shrine 
of party,’’ and that we would not pledge himself to | 
support the measures of the Administration, right | 
or wrong, like an indevendant man resolved not | 
to be trammelied ? or did we, under these circum- || 
stances, teil the people that we was a native of || 
Tennessee, from the same neighborhood, and per- || 
sonaliy acquainted with the Pressdent; that Gen- || 
eral Jackeon had known us intimately from his || 
infancy; had often dandled him on his knee in || 
childhood; and that we, while yet a boy, had fol- || 
lowed him to the tented field, and fought by his || 
side in his country’s defence, when he achieved 
those victories and won those laurels which placed || 
him in the chair of State; and that therefore they | 
could not question his Jacksonism? And for fear | 
that additional evidence would be wanting, did we | 
not shed tears in speaking of his *‘ old friend, the | 
General?”’ In short, did we not take advantage 
of the peculiar state of excitement existing at that | 
time, and ride into Congress on the popularity of || 
Geveral Jackson? Fle sad that he could readily || 
answer these questions if certain that it would be | 
in order to do no; but as he was an orderly man, || 
he would leave that for the rest of the delegation. || 
Admitting them to be answered in theaffirmative, || 
what do they prove, said Mr. P.? They prove || 
(he continued) one of two things; either that we || 
pledged himse/f to the people of the State to vite 
for ‘he measures of the Administration generally, | 
or that we would sustain such le:ding measures 
of the Administration in particular, as were then 
urder discussion and consideration before the peo- || 
ple of the State. He cared not, he said, which we | 
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| the Government could not exist, nor the various 
| the United States 


late the currency of the country. If the body 
| politi , said he, was so debilitated; if the energies || Mr. PEARCE asked and obtained leave of the 


| plaining of the present stagnation of business, 


| to be printed. 


April 1, 


tt 








meeting at Natchez. He made some further gen- | deposites and recharter of the bank; also one of 
eral remarks in relation to the distress in the coun- | a similar tenor from Smithfield and Cumberland 
try and the cause of it, not distinctly heard by the 1 Providence county, Rhode Island. ’ 
reporter, and earnestly contended thatno man who || Mr. PEARCE remarked that he had received 
was well versed in the banking operations could | some communications in relation to this latter 
attribute it to any caure other than the pernicious || memorial, which he desired should be read, 
and baneful operations of the banking system, Mr. BURGES said he would not object. 
which he feared would some day destroy the Gov- The letters were read, and there were in them 
ernment. He concluded by declaring that it was | sundry charges that the memorial was not signed 
with wounded feelings of national pride that he |) exclusively by the inhabitants of the plece from 
heard it gravely asserted by intelligent, and he || whence it purported to come; thatit wasimproperiy 
believed patriotic gentlemen, on that floor, that || got up for political objects, &c. 
Mr. BURGES asked whose signature was to 
branches of ere without the aid of |' one of the le ters read? 

nk, or some other similar | Mr. PEARCE informed him it was by Mr. 
moneyed corporation, to afford facilities and regu- || Owney Ballou. 
Mr. BURGES pronounced it a forgery. 








of the people were reduced so low that they could |, House to addrees a few remarks in defence of the 


| not continue to exist without a moneyed monopoly |, statements contained in the letters, as well as their 


to lean upon for support, it was ¢vidence to him | authenticity: upon which a debate of a very length- 
that they were prepared for slavery; it was time || ened and recriminatory character arose between 
that they had a master; they were, in his opinion, || the two honorable members from Rhode Island, in 
unworthy of that rich inheritance handed down to || which the local politics of the State were discussed, 
them by the patriots of the Revolution; they were |! but which we are obliged to defer for the present. 
incapable of self-government. || It was finally arrested by a successful motion of 

Mr. CAGE briefly replied, when the resolu- '| Mr. EVANS to have the memorial laid on the 
tions were laid on the table, and ordered to be || table; and it was ordered to be printed with the 
printed. | others presented. 

Mr KAVANAGH presented amemorial signed Mr. BURGES then presented another memorial 
by inhabitants of Bath, in the State of Maine,com- || of the same tenor from inhabitants of Newport; 
| which was read, ordered to be printed, and laid 
which they attribute to the removal of the public || on the table. . 
depusites. He remarked, thatalthough he feli great || ang the House adjourned. 
regret in differing from so respectable a portion of 
his constituents In some of the views which they 
presented, yet it gave him great pleasure to assure 
the House that their memorial was couched in Tovespar, April 1, 1834. 
language becoming them as highly respectable citi- ; ; 
zens, and the body which they addess—that it || A message was received from the President of 
was altogether free from those harsh crimnations || the United States, by Mr. Donewson, his private 
which characterize many of the communications || Secretary, transmiiting a reportirom the Secretary 
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| on the same subject which have been addreased to || Of State on the subject of preventing the counter- 
|| the House. The memorialists, with great candor, || feiting of foreign coin 


suggest the course which they believe necessary || Mr. WRIGHT asked leave to present to the 
to relieve the country from the embarrassments of | Senate a report from the minority of the select 
which they complain. || committee to whom was referred the credentials 

On motion of Mr. KAVANAGH, the memorial || of the Hon. Mr. Rossis and the Fion. Mr. Por- 
was read, ordered to be printed, and laid on the || ae claiming a seat as a Senator from Rhode 
table. | Island. 

Mr. EVANS presented a memorial, prayingthe || Mr. POINDEXTER inquired whether this was 
restoration of the public deposites from sundry || a substantive view taken of the subject, or a 
citizens of the town of Somersworth. Read, || responsetoa reportofthecommittee. He objected 
ordered to be printed, and laid on the table. | to anything but a substantive view of the ques- 

Mr. BRIGGS presented the memorial of 370 || ticn on the part of the minority. He had been 
citizens of the town of Adams, in the county of || told (he had not seen i’) that the paper was a 
Berkshire, Massachusetts, praying the restoration || response, in the shape of a speech or argument, to 


| of the deposites, and representing the prevalence || the report of the committee. 


of great embarrassment in their business, &c. || Mr. WRIGHT did not wish the gentleman to 
Read, laid on the table, and ordered to be printed, || be in doubt about the report. He answered, that 

Mr BAYLIES presented a memorial from 2 429 || the paper was both a substantive view of the ques- 
inhabitants of Bristol county, Massachusetts, rep- || tions involved, and also a response to the posiiions 


| resenting that all business in that county labors || assumed by the majority of the committee in their 


under unexampled embarrassment, and suggest- | report. He was entirely unacquainted with the 
ing, as aremedy for the evil, the restoration of the || practice of the Senate on such subjects, but the 
deposites, and the extension of the bank charter || practice of the House of Representatives was, that 
for two years. Read, laid on the table, and ordered || aminority wasauthorized to make areport. When 
|| the majority made their report, he distinctly stated 

Mr. BAYLIES also presented resolutions of the || he desired to avoid the duty of making a minority 
Legislature of the Commonwealth of Massachu- || Feport unless it was acceptable tothe Senate. But 
setts, in relation to the improvement of the navi- || under expressions from different eides of the 
gation of Taunton river. Read, and referred. | House, he then said he would present his own 








Mr. CHOATE presented a memorial from citi- 


meant; the people understand us as being, at least, | zens of the town of Lynn, praying the restoration | 
of the deposites, and the recharter of the United 
States Bank. Read, laid on the table, and ordered | 


tacitly pledged to oppose the bank. 

Mr. P. said, if an apology was due to the House 
for having treated a letter-writer with so much || to be printed. 
respect, it must be found in the fact that hepad || Mr. OSGOOD raid he had to present certain 
no other way of disabusing the public mind. He || resolutions adopted by the citizens of Boston, at 
hoped that the newspapers would do the people of || one of the largest meetings ever held, remonstra- 
Mississippi the justice to give his remarks a circu- || ting against any restoration of the deposites, and 
lation as extensive as the letter-writers had the || against the rechartering of the bank, as well as 
slendersto which he had referred. With regard to || professing their determination to support the Ex- 
the merits of the miin question, he had intended || ecutive in their measures to employ the agency of 
to embrace the opportunity then offered to express || the State banks, and to restore to the country a 
himself fully, but the feeble state of his health ] metallic currency. He called for the reading of 
would not admit of it at that time; he should there- the memorial and resolutions. 
fure defer it, and seek some other occasion, on the They were accordingly read, ordered to be 
report of the Committee of Ways and Means. printed, and laid on the table. 

Mr. P. protested against any intenti »n of disre- Mr. BURGES presented a memorial, which he 
spect to any one; repeater! that he had a high regard || said was signed by a majority of the voters in Pat- 
personally for the individuals who composed the |! erson, New Jersey, praying the restoration of the 








| 


| views, and he had done so. He had not intruded 
upon the Senate. 
Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN thought a presenta- 
| tion of the substantive views of the gentleman was 
| as faras the Senator could go. He was willing 
that a minority of a committee should have an 

 orportaaiey of making known their own views, 

| but not to take up the majority report and tear it 
to pieces, because it would be putting them in the 
back ground. He — the gentleman from New 
York would give euch a direction to the subject as 
to enable him to give his own views on general 

| principles, and then subject them to the consider- 
ation of the Senate. , 

Mr. SPRAGUE was willing and desirous that 
the gentleman should present his views; but that 
it should be done in the same manner, atd in the 

same character, as the report of the msjority 
which was presented, It was going very far, 
when a select committee made their report, to 





1834. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 





permit an individual member of the committee to 
make av answer to the report preseuated, by way 
of counter report. 

Mr. EWING, in order to give an opportunity to 
examive the pauper, moved tu lay the motion on the 
tavle ior the present; which wasagreed to. 

‘The VICE PRESIDEN TP presented a commu- 
nication from the Guvernor of Michigan, relative 
to the southern bouudary of said terriiory; which, 
on motion ot Mr. NAUDAIN, was relerred to the 
Commitee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. ‘TiPLON presented a memorial from sun- 
dry crizeus of Arkausas Territory; which was 
reierred to the select committee on the admission 


of Michigan and Arkansas into the Umon. 


Ou moon of war. FRELINGGHUYoEN, the 


Senate took up the Lill making appropriauon tor 


repair and completion of the Cumberland Road 
through the States ot Ohio, tndiana, and Lilinots. 
Mr. HENDRICKS moved an amendment to 
apply a purtion of te appropriation to building 
toll gates and toll-houses on the road. 
Mr. POINDEXTER opposed the application of 
the money to avy purpuse but the repair of the 


road, 1] 
Mr. ELENDRICKS said he opposed the amend- || 


meut, because the act of the Legisiaiure ot Penn- 


sylvania contemplated the taking of the ruad, | 


when the toll-gates and houses were put up. 

Mr. CLAYTON opposed the whole bill on 
principle. ‘ne improvement sys:em was design- 
ed as a national system; aud ‘his proposed cession 


to the States through wuich the road passed, || 


would be destructive of this great principle, if 
the States were to exercise unlimited juriuiction 
over it. : 

Mr. EWING replied, that it would not be giving 
the exciusive jurisdiction over the road to the State. 
Congres stil retained its power over it. The 
States were the agents of the General Government. 
They were to take ouly enough wolls for repairing 
the road. 
must take it under their control, 


Mr FRELINGHUYSEN thought this was one | 


of the most substantial improvements of the Gen- || 


eral Government, It was a highly nationai ob- 
ject, and to stop it now, would be sounding the 
funeral knell of the system; and, thereiore, he was 
not in favor of it. tie had reasun to believe, from 
the reports on the subject, that by a iurther ex- 
penditure of $600,000 or $700,C00, 1, could be put 


in complete order, and then the States would take || 


it under their control. 


After some further remarks, Mr. HENDRICKS | 


withdrew his amendment. 


Mr. PRLSiON then made some remarks in | 
opposition to the bill, and then offered the follow- || 


ing amendment to the appropriation: 
** Provided, The States of Maryland and Penn- 


‘ sylvania consent to receive those poruions of the || 
‘road passing through their res;ective territories, | 


‘upon the said sum of $300,000 putting the saiu 
* road iu repair ” 

Mr. WILKINS opposed the amendment, be- 
cause it would tend to defeat the bill. 


obtained. We must trust to their good faith to 
take the road, and he doubted not they would do 


so. 

After some further remarks by Messrs. CLAY, 
EWING, and KANE, the amendment was dis- 
agreed to. 

The question on ordering the bill to be engrossed 
and read a third ume, recurring, it was decided as 
follower: 

YEAS—Messrs. Benton, Bibb, Clay, Ewing, 
Frelinghuysen, Hendricks, Kane, Kent, Linn, 
Morris, Poindexter, Porter, Prentiss, Robbins, 
Robinson, Stisbee, Southard, Lipton, Waggaman, 
W iikins—20. 

NA YS— Messrs. Black, Brown, Calhoun, Clay- 
ton, Forsyth, Hill, King of Alabama, King of 
Georgia, Knignt, Leigh, Mangum, Moore, Nau- 
dain, Preston, Shepley, Smith, Sprague, Swift, 
Tomlinson, Tyler, White, and Wright—22. 

Mr. SOUTHARD moved that the Cuowmittee 
on Naval Affuirs be discharged from the further 
consideration ot the memorial of the city author- 


lishment of a naval bospita!, and that it be refer- 
red to the Committee on Commerce; which was 
agreed to. 


It must go out of repuir, or the Siates | 


He did not 
know how the consent of the States could be | 


Mr. S!ILSBEE presented the memorial of Ben- 
jamm Adams & Co., and others, praying the 
remission Of «Xcess on certain duues; which was 

_ referred tu the Committee on Finance. 
On motion of Mr. WAGGAMAN, 
The Senate acj urned. 


| 
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|| States, tracemiting a report trom the Secretary of 
| State relative to measures fur preventing the couu- 
| terietuug of com, and for preventi.g tue impor- 
| tauon of foreiga counterfeit comm. 

and message were reierreu tu tue Comusntiee on tne 
| Judiciary. ’ 

| Mr.J Q. ADAMS asked the unanimous con- 
| sent of the House tu preseut a petition, 

There not being a 
|| was moved by Mr. LYTLE. 

|| The Liouse :etuseu—ayes 21, noes 34. 


lt 


i] House — 
Mr. ADAMS renewed his application. Ob- 
|| jected to. 


||” Mr. WILLIAMS moved a suspension of the | 
|| rule, for the purpose of receiving peuuons gener- | 


| ally. Negativeu. 

| Mr. GRENNELL moved a call of the House; 
|| which prevatled—yeas 101, nays 18. 

| The call was proceedcu with; aud, 

On motion of Mr. MERCER, ut was suspended. 
| Mr. ADAMS then ob:ained jeaveto present the 
|| petiuon of sundry inhabitants ¢f Scituate, Marsh- 
| field, Elanover, and Pembroke, Piymouth cuunty, 
|| Massachusetts, praying that the navigation of the 
| North river, ia that State, be improved by cut- 
|| ting a caval from the northeast bend, below Wiils’s 


|| Isiand, to the town of Scituate, 

| Committee on Roads and Canals. 
|| Mr. WILLIAMS then renewed his motion to 
|| suspend the rule generally, for the presentation ot 
|| petiuons, and dem. nded the yeas and nays thereon; 
|, which having been ordered, the Llouse refused to 
| suspend the 1ule—yeas 82, nays 84. 

| Mr. CHANEY reported a bill tor the relief of 
| Wiiliam Siocum. 

Mr. SUTHERLAND, from the Committee on 

| Coinmerce, reported a bil granting compensation 
to the surveyor of Town Creek, Maryland. 
' Mr. MERCER, fiom the Committee on Roads 
and Canals, to whom was referred the biils trom 
| the Senaie to aid in the construction of certain 
|r ads in the Territory of Michigan, reported the 
| same without amendmert; and the bill was com- 
mitted. 

Mr. CARR, from the Committee on Private 
| Land Claims, asked to be discharged from the 
iurther consideration of the petition of John Lawe; 
and leave was given the petitioner to withdraw his 
petition, 

Mr. CARR, from the same committee, asked 
| leave tu be discharged from the further consider- 
aion of the petiuon of Augustin Griguon and 
others; aud leave was granted said petitioners to 
withdraw their petition. 
| The consideration of the bill to provide for 
the settiement of certain revolutionary claims was 
resumed as the unfinshed business. 

Mr. MARSHALL resumed the speech in sup- 
port of the biil, which he commenced some weeks 
ugo, when the subject was last uj, and spoke till 
one o’cluock, wi:hout concluding, when the special 
order of the day was announced. 

THE DEPOSITES AND UNIVED STATES BANK. 


The House resumed the consideration of the 
resolutions reported trom the Committee of W ays 
| and Means, together wih Mr. Witpe’s amend- 
| ment thereto, declaring the reasons offcred by the 
| Secretury of the LTreusury for the removal of the 
deposiies to be unsatisfactory and insufficient. 

Mr. HARDIN, who had we floor from Friday 
| last, sj ke in support of the amendment, and ia 








| Opposiivn to the resolutions, as reporied. Before 
ities of Charleston, Sou:h Carolina, for the estab- || culling the uttention of the House to the report of 


‘the committee, Mr. H. made some preliminary 
| remarks upon the relative position of different par- 
| ties in regard to this question. He thought (he 








TheSPEAKER laid before the Housea written | 
| communication irom the President of the United | 


Ou mouon of Mr CAMBRELENG, the report | 


sorum iw the House, a call | 


A quorum having i the micrin come into the || 


Referred to the | 


—— 


i said) that there was nothing unnatural ‘n the union 
| of the National Republicans with the State Rights 
| party on this question. He knew of nothing to- 
| consistent or incompauble with the acts or doings 

of euher party in the present union against the 
| Executive. Pie was only surprised that theie 
| unanimity was not more perfect, and that there 
| was a solitary instance of a Siate-Rights man sup- 
| porting the doctrines of the Presiwent. The two 
| parties might differ again, as they have differed 
| heretofore, in regard to the tariff, the question on 
| discriminating duties, &c.; but, on the present 

occasion, when a vital principle of the Conatitu- 
tion was boldly invaded, they must necessarily 
unite. Ile viewed the charge of an unnatural 
coalition of parties against the Administration, as 
a manguvre to divert the attenuon of the people 
from the real issue. 

The Committee of Ways and Means had prom- 
| ised, when they should get possession of this sub- 
|| j ct, to eviscerate nt, and lay it fully before the 
{louse. Some gentiemen remarked, at the time, 
| thet the report would thereby r écho the letter of 
| the Secretary; and so it had turned out. But one 
|| thing he gave the c-mmittee great credit for. Te 
| hever saw a master-stroke of policy that he did 
| not do it justice. Me alluded to the subject intro: 
|| duced in the first resolution—the declaration that 
| the Bank cf the United States ought not to be 
| rechartered. Tleasked, who had aright to presen* 
| 





| that proposition to the House? The corporation 
| being composed, principally, of private stock hold- 
ers, we had no right to renew their charter uniess 
| they applied to us for it. Why, then, was the 
| question introduced? Because the committee krew 
|| taat some States ot the Union which were opposed 
to the course of the President in regard to th 
deposites, were also opposed to a national bank. 
Mr. H. took up the constitutionzlity of the bank, 
and pursued thetopic at greatlength. Heexamined 
|| it as an original question by former Adminis- 
| trations and the decisions of the Supreme Court. 
| It was the right and duty of Congress, he con- 
| tended, to regulate the currency. Cungress were 
required to maintain an army, anavy,and an exten- 
| sive civil list. In ordinary times, these expenses 
| may amount to twenty or thirty millions, and, in 
time of war, to sixty orahundred millions, which 
| sums must be aanually raised and disbursed by 
Congress. Congress had power to use ex;edient 
| and competent means to carry these powers into 
| effect. They had the power to regulate the cur- 
rency, to sustain armies, navies, and a civil list, 

















|and defray the national debt. What kind of 
|| means had Congress to effect these leading ob- 
| jects? What means had Congress the right to 
resort to for such purposes? Any means, he 
contended, could be used which were conducive 
to the end. Congress was not confined to express 
means, but could devise means from implication. 
| They were not confined to indispensable means, 
|| but could select means which were convenient. 
'| In fine, he contended that any means were within 
|| the scope of the powers of Congress, which would 
conduce to carry into effect the powers of Con- 
gress. 

Mr. H. argued that the means of raising and 
disbursing revenue by a national bank were fully 
| within the constitutional power of Congress, be- 
| cause no other means would answer the purpose 
| so well. The Bank of the United States had en- 
| abled the Government to manage its fiscu! affairs 
wi hout loss or inconvenience, and he eniered into 
a long series of remarks to show that a metallic 
1 currency was impracticalle and undesirable, and 
| that the State banks could not be relied upon as 
safe depositories of the public moncy, or as faith- 
ful ageuts for its disbursement. He then viewed 
|| the question of the constitutionality of the bank in 
'| reference to authority and precedent. There ought 
| to be some mode, he contended, to settle dis, uted 
|| constitutional questions, and he went into the his- 
|| tory of the bak, to show that the question of irs 
|| constitationality had been solemnly affirmed and 
| established, and was no longer to be questioned. 
,, He read extracts from the veto message, from 
|| which he argued that Getieral Jackson was fully 
|} committed in favor of the constitutionality of a 
|| national bank. Mr. H. here remarked that the 
Globe-man, with whom he was well acquainted, 

and who he liked very well himself, (he said,) 
| though many others did not, had notified him that 





feet: ee eee eS a 


enter 


a 





’ 
: 
' 
: 


me 


“9M 


ne 


<a hge te i: 27> ~~ 





284 








THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


_ April 8, 








if he made a epeech on this question, he would 
ublish an the Globe the speecn which he (Mr. || 
f Having due 
notice, he migut as weil ex, lain that matter now, | 


1 ) made in 1216 against the bank. 


for 1! be was handled in the Globe,as the Senators 


sometimes were, he was fully aware it would not | 


be with silk gloves. Ee did oppose the incorpo 
ration of the Bank of the United States, because 
he considered its capital as too large, and because 
he apprehende.t thacit would have a baneful influ- 


ence on the liberties of the country, and the purity || 


of vur tostitutions. Elis fearful forebodings had not 
been realized. 
a political tool to any party. It had been attempted 
(be said) to render the bank subservient to the 
views of the Administration in the same manner 
as the Post Offi-e Department was He spoke of 
the number of mail contractors, &c., under the 
influence of the department, forming a disciplined 
cor8, every member of which wore a collar, with 
the inseripucn of * Andrew Jackson, his dog.”’ 
The bank alone had stood out, and the vengeance 
of the party—not of the party, for nine-tenths of 
them were as respectable as any men in the world— 
but the vengeance of some ot the paity managers 


was poured «ut upon the bank, because it would | 


not do—what? Decause it would not contribute 
ita aid to the plan of merging all the powers of the 
Government in the executive power. His fears 
had not been realized. Few men, when taken up 
to the top of a high mountain, and tempted with 
the offer of wealth and power, would say, ‘* Get 
thee behind me, Satan.’’ None but Buidle and 
Duane had withstood thetem; ter. He had voted 
against the bank in 1816, because he then thought 
it unconstuutional, ‘Then, he was a young and 
inexperienced member. Ele had since reviewed 
that opinion, and reversed it. It afforded him 
pleasure to retract the opinion, and he wished to 
God that General Jackson could find the same 
pleasure in retracting his steps and restoring the 
deposites, He had no pride of opimon to sustain, 
and no interest to promote, in deciding the ques- 
tion. He had never had any connection with the 
bank in any way. He had been employed in one 
or two causes against the bank, and in one for it. 
He retracted his opinion because he believed it 
was an erroneous opinion, and because he believed 
that his constituents and State wished the bank to 
be rechartered. 

. Mr. H. then proceeded to discuss, at length, the 
expediency of rechartering the bank, as a measure 
for regulating the currency. 

About three o'clock, Mr. H. gave way to a 
motion to adjourn;and Mr. McCOMAS moved an 
adjournment. 

Mr. CARR called for the yeas and nays on the 
motion, 


Mr. McCOMAS withdrew his motion; and Mr. | 


HARDIN proceeded 

At half past three, Mr. H. yielded the floor to 
Mr. CUILTON, who moved an adjournment. 

Mr. BROWN asked the yeas aud nays; and 
they were ordered. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, it 
wos decided in the negative: 

Yens 68, nays 82. 


Mr. LLARDIN resumed, and spoke till ten min- 


utes past four, upon the reasons of the Secretary 


for removing the deposites; when he yielded the | 


floor to 
Mr. CHILTON, who moved an adjournment. 
The question was taken by yeas and nays, and 
determined in the negative—yeas 76, nays 84. 
Mr. HARDIN resumed, and felt flattered (he 


said) at the decision of the House, as it showed | 


that the House was fascinated with his speech. 
He went on for a few minutes, and 

Mr. CLARKE moved an adjournment. 

Mr. GILLET called for the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered. 

Mr MERER proposed to amend the motion, 
by inserting the hour. 

Mr. FOOT (Speaker pro tem.) said this was in 
the pleasure of the House. 

Mr. POLK rose to order. He wished to know 
if such a motion could be submitted, the member 
from Kentucky not having given way. 


way. 


The motion prevailed—yeas 82, nays 80, and 
The House adjourned. 


The bank had refused to become || 


| of South Carolina. 





IN SENATE. | 


| that on occasions of this kind, panegyric is an 


Weonespay, -dpril 2, 1834. 


Mr. WHITE moved a reconsideration of the 
vote of yesterday upon the rejection of the Cum- 
berland road bill, 

Messrs. WHITE, CLAY, SPRAGUE, and 
KING of Alabama, briefly expressed the reasons 
which should actuate them in the vote they were 
about to give. 


The question on reconsideration, on motion of | 


Mr. PRESTON, was taken by yeas and nays. 
Y EAS— Messrs. Benton, Clay, Ewing,Grundy, 


Hendricks, Kane, King of Alabama, Knight, | 
Linn, McKean, Morris, Poindexter, Porter, Pren- | 


uss, Robbins, Robinson, Shepley, Silsbee, Smith, 
Southard, Sprague, Swift, Talimadge, Tipton, 
Tomlinson, White, Wilkins, W right—28. 
NAYS—Messrs. Brown, Calhoun, Hul, King 
of Georgia, Leigh, Muoré, Preston, and Tyler—8. 
On motion of Mr. EWING, the bill was recom- 
mitted to the Committee on Roads and Canals. 


A message was received from the House of Rep- | 


resentatives, by Mr. Fran«uin, their Clerk, trans- 
mitting the following order: 

Ordered, That a message be sent to the Senate, 
to noufy that body of the death of James Brat, 
late one of the Representatives from the State of 
South Carolina, and that his funeral will take 
place this day, at four o’clock im the afternoon, 
from the Hail of the House of Representatives. 


Mr. PRESTON said I am sure the Senate will 


sympathize with me in those emotions of profound | 
sorrow with which I rise to propose the customary | 


resolutions upon suchanevent. The sudden death 


of General Bvair, in the vigor of life, and in the | 


midst of its most strenuous pursuits, cannot fail to 
impress all minds with the most solemn feelings, 


which to us are enhanced by his association with | 
us in the same pursuits, and by the fact that this — 
is the second instance this session ¢f such an awful 


We, his | 


and sudden dispensation of Providence. 
colleagues of the South Carolina delegation, lament 
his loss—not the less that he has differed with us 
in some points of publicpolicy. Such differences 
have never extended to personal separation, for 
each has excused the zeal of the other by a mu- 
tual and equal acknowledgment of zeal, and God 
forbid that any such difference should impede for 
a moment the ead current of feeling which now 
passes through my heart. To whatever the de- 
ceased addressed himself, he brought uncommon 
force of character, firmness of purpose, and vigor 
of intellect. His country and his constituents 
have to mourn the loss of these qualities at this 
important juncture of our affairs, and upon me 


| devolves the melancholy duty of moving the iol- 


lowing resolution: 

Resolved, That the Senate will attend the fune- 
ral of the Llonorable James Brair, late a member 
of the House of Representatives from the Siate 
of South Carolina, at the hour of four o’clock this 
evening;-and as a testimony of respect for the 


memory of the deceased, they will go into mourn- | 


ing, by wearing crape round the left arm for thirty 
days. 

The resolution was adopted unanimously. 

On motion of Mr. PRESTON, 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wepnespay, -4pril 2, 1834. 
After the Journal was read— 
Mr. McDUFFIE said: 
Mr. Speaker: I rise to discharge a painful and 
melancholy duty, by announcing the death of Gen- 
eral James Brarr, a Representative from the State 


lust’ weeks furnish to us all an impressive and 
awfuladmonition of the precarious tenure by which 
we hold this fleeting and feverish existence, while | 
we are but too prone to act as if it would never | 
have an end. Scarcely have our feelings recovered 


| from the violence of the shock produced by the 


extraordinary and unexampled spectacle of one of | 
our number falling dead before our eyes, while in | 


tion of deep and absorbing interest, when we are 


humanity to another, whose death was equally | 
sudden. 


The occurrences of the few | 





Mr. Speaker, I never have been able to feel, 


anpropriate trioute to the memory of the dead. 

They are beyond the reach of praise; and it is not 

by this that they are judged, either in this world 

orthe next. Biographical details, however brief, 
‘are, in my opinion, not more appropriate. Where 
the deceased is unknown, they are seldom of any 
interest. His name should be his epitaph: and 
however blank it may appear to the vacant eye of 
the passing stranger, it willalways have power to 
call up the recollection of his virtues in the bosom 
| of friendship, and the tear of undissembled sorrow 
in the eye of affection—cfferings more grateful 
and congenial to the disembodied spirit than the 
proudest munument which human art can erect, 
or the most pompous eulogium which buman 
eloquence can pronounce. Without saying more, 
sir, | now ask the House to bestow upon the 
memory of the deceased the customary testimo- 
nials of respect, by adopting the resolutions I hold 
in my hand. 

Resolved, That the members of this House will 
attend the funeral of the late James Brair, at four 
| o’clock, this afternoon. 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to take 
order for superintending the funeral of James Brain, 
deceased, late a member of this House from the 
State of South Carolina. 

Resolved, That the members of this House will 
testify their respect for the memory of James 
Bair, by wearing crape on the left arm for thirty 
days. 

‘The resolutions were adopted. 
| The usual notification thereof having been or- 
| dered to be sent to the Senate,- 

On motion of Mr. McDUFFIE, 
The House then adjourned. 





Messrs. McDUFIIE, WHITTLESEY of 
Ohio, SPEIGHT, THO MAS of Louisiana, GIL- 
MER, BOON, and BRIGGS, were appointed a 
| committee to conduct the funeral ceremonies. 





IN SENATE. 


Tuurspay, 4pril 3, 1834. 
A message was received from the President of 





|, the United States, by Mr. Donexson, his Private 
| Secretary, transmitting communications from the 


Governors of the States of New York and New 
Jersey, relating to the settlement of the boundary 
lines of those States. 

Mr. PRENTISS presented a memorial signed 
by about four hundred freemen of the county of 
Chittenden, Vermont, praying a restoration of the 
public deposites to the Bank of the United States; 
which was read, referred to the Committee on Fi- 
nance, and ordered to be printed. 

The VICE PRESIDENT presented the follow- 
ing communication from the Secretary of the 
Treasury, responsive to Mr. Cuiay’s resolution of 
the 31st March: 


Treasury DepartMeNT, ¢ 


1 April 3, 1534. § 


Sir: in obedience to the resolution of the Senate 
of the 31st ultimo, requiring the Secretary of the 
Treasury ‘to report to the Senate what amount 

| of public money is now on deposite in the Union 
| * Bank of Maryland, when and on what account it 
‘was deposited, and also, whether any treasury 
_*deafts, contingent, or other, have been, during 
‘the month of March, 1834, furnished to the said 
‘bank, or at any time heretofore to the Bank of 


| ‘Maryland, for any and what purpose; and that 
| ‘he likewise report what amount of stock in the 


| * capital of the said Union Bank was held by R. B. 
|* Taney, Eeq., when the said bank was selected as 
| one of the banks to receive cn deposite the public 
_*money, and what amount of the said stock he 
| ‘now holds,”’ I have the honor to transmit here- 
| with a statement (marked A to U) of the public 
| money deposited in the Union Bank of Maryland, 
| showing when it was deposited and on what ac- 
| count. The difference between the balance to the 


credit of the Treasurer, in his statement, and in 
_ the act of addressing the House on a great ques- | 
Mr. FOOT understood the member to havegiven | 


| summoned to pay the last melancholy offices of | 


that furnished by the bank, arises from warrants 
which have been issued by the Treasurer on the 


| bank, but which have not yet been presented for 
parents and a deposite to his credit since the last 
weekly return. 








1834. 


THE 








No Treasury drafts, contingent or other, were 
fur ished to the Union Bauk of Maryland during | 
the month of March, 1834. And no transfer draft | 





of auy description, contingent or other, has ever 


beea furnished to the Bauk of Maryland since I | 
came into Office. 

in answer to that part of the resolution which | 
calls for information as to the amount of stock held | 
by Roger B. Taney in the Union Bank.of Mary- | 
land, *‘ when the said bank was selected as one of | 
* che banks to receive io deposite the public money, 
*and what amount of the said stock he now holds,” 
1 have the honor to state, that, inasmuch as the 
inquiry does not embrace the stockholders gener- 
ally, but is confined to the stock of a parucular 
individual, it must, by necessary implication, be 


which influenced the individual named in the | 
transactions he may have had in the stock of the 
said bank; and, under such circumstances, it is 
due to his official relations to the Senate, and to 
the public, that his motives in any such transac- 
tions should be fully and clearly disclosed. | 
therefore transmit to the Senate a copy of a letter 
from this department to the President of the Union 
Bank of Maryland, dated the 31st day of March, 
1834, apprizing him of the information required 
by the Senate, requesting him to forward to the | 
department a statement of the amount of stoek in 
the Union Bank of Maryland held by Roger B. 
Tuney at the time the deposites were removed— 
time at which it was purchased—and the amount 
now held by him—and the original private letter 
of Roger B. Taney, authorizing him to sell certain 
shares of stock which were lately sold. 


| 


Also, the letter from the President of the Union | 


Bank of Maryland, in reply, dated April 1, 1834, 
enclosing the statements and papers above-men- 
tioned, which are herewith transmitted, and are as 
follows: 

1. The statement of the cashier, showing that at 
the time of the selection of the said bai:k as one of 
the banks to receive in deposite the public money; | 
Roger B. Taney held, in the stock of the said bank, 
anne ene full shares and four half shares, the 
par value of which amounted to $5,475. That the 
last of these shares were purchased by him on the 
12h of May, 1831, before he received any appvint- 
ment under the Government of the United States; 
and that he now holds sixty-three full shares of 
stock in the said bank, showing that eigtit full 
shares and four half shares, which were held by 
him at the time the deposites were removed, were 
sold and transferred on the 20th February, 1834. 

2. Tne original private letter of Roger B. Taney, 
of the 18:h February, 1834, to the President of the | 
Union Bank, directing sv many shares to be sold, | 
for the purpose of paying the debt therein men- 
tioned, as might be necessary for that purpose, 
and the balance of the shares t§*be returned to 
him; and the affirmation of the President of the 
Union Bank that he sold, under the power of attor- | 
ney mentioned in that letter, eight full shares, and 
four half shares, and returned to Reger B. Taney | 
a certificate of the remaining one share. The let- 
ter states the certificate sent to the president of the 
bank at nine full shares; the affirmation of the 
president of the bank shows that it contained nine 
full shares and four half shares, the half shares 
being omitted in the letter, but included in the 
power of attorney to sell. 

1 also transmit herewith the original letter, dated 
15th February, 1834, from Somerville Pinkney, 
Esq , of the city of Annapolis, the counsel for the | 








Taney, as trustee, requesting the payment of the 
said debt. 


I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, 

your obedient servant, R. B. TANEY, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 

Hon. Martin Van Doren, 
Vice President of the United States, 

and President of the Senate. 
On motion of Mr. CLAY, the communication 
and accompanying documents were ordered to be 
printed, and referred to the Committee on Finance. 


The VICE PRESIDENT presented a commu- '' 


nication from the Department of State, transmittung 
an account of the number of passengers who ar- | 
rived in the United States from foreign countries 
during the year 1833; which, 


| the respectful consideration of the Senate. 
| came from a city, great in itself, and greater stil 








the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. SPRAGUE presented a memorial signed 
by upwards ot 300 citizens of Bath, Maine, pray- 
ing a restoration of the deposites to the Bauk of 
the United States; which was read, referred to the 
Committee on Finance, and ordered to be printed. 

O. motion of Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN, the 
message of the President of the United States, 
and the accompanying document, rela'ing to the 
boundary lines becweeu the States of New York 
and New Jersey, was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. BENTON rose to present the resolutions 
adopted by the friends of the Administration, and 


|, opponents of the United Scates Bank, at their 


| great meeting, in Fanueil Hall, on the 14th of 
understood as pointing the inquiry to the motives || 


March last. He said, that in the great mulutude 
of petitions, memorials, and resolutions, which 
had been presented to the Senate, few, if any, 
ever came forwaid with more imposing claims to 
They 


| in the commerce which enriches it—the arts and 
| literature which adorn it—and the historic recol- 


lections which i‘lustrate it. They come froma 
large portion of the population of that eminent 
city—5 000 being computed to be within the walls, 
and 2,000 without—making’ a mass of 7 000 cite 
zens, whose voices were united and embodied in 
these resolutions. They were adopted on a spot 


, sacred to American history; and memorale for 
| scenes of patriotic impulsion—in that Fanueil 


Hall, whose name alone imparts an interest to 


| everything which emanates from it. 


These resolutions (said Mr. B.) are twenty-eight 
in number. They embrace all the points which 


| have grown out of the question which has occu- 


| duct of the United States Bank. 


pied and engrossed the pubiic atcention, since the 
meeting of Congress; aud are full and explicit in 
approving the conduct of the President and Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, and it) condemning the con- 
Concurring, as 


| he heartily did, in the sentiments expressed by 
| these reso!u ions, he felt a particular gratification 


in being the organ of their communication to the 
Senate. They would be read, and would speak 
for themselves; and would show that any atte upt 


on his part to add to their point and power, would 


be vain and nugatory. He should not make the 
attempt—he should not pretend to go over ground 
so fully occupied, and ao ably explored; but he 


| would take leave to make a few remarks on some 


points mentioned in the resolutions, either of a 
more general application, or of a nature not to be 


| sufficiently illustrated in the limited scope of a 


resolution. 
Mr. B. remarked upon the identity of the scene 
which was now presented with the one which 


was witnessed at the approaching termination of || 


| the first bank chartee in 1811, when there was no 


removal of deposites to be charged with the dis- 
tresses of the country. All the machinery of 


alarm and distress was in as full activity at that || 


time as at present, and with the same identical 


| effects—town meetings, memorials, resolutions, 


| 





deputations to Congress, alarming speeches in || 


Congress, The price of all property was shown 
to be depressed. Hemp sunk in Pailadelphia from 


| $359 to $250 per ton; fl ur sunk from $11 a barrel 
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} On motion of Mr, SPRAGUE, was laid upon ‘| the bank made the alarm then; its power and 


| Ogamzation make it now; and fictitiwus on both 





‘| ican system. 
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Occasions; and men were ruived then as now by 
the power of imaginary danger, which, in the 
moneyed world, has all the ruimous ¢flecis of real 
danger. No deposties were remeved then, and the 
reasun was, as assigned by Mr. Gallatin to Con- 
gress, that the Government hed vorrowed more 
than the amount of the deposiies from the Lank; 
aod this loan would enable her to protect her 
interest in every contingency. The open object of 
the bank then, was a recharter, The kinghts 
entered the list with their vizors off—no war in 
disguise then for the renewal of a charter under 
the ulung and jousting of a masquerade scuffle for 
recovery of deposites, 

That the real object of all this alarm in the coun- 
try—all this pressure upon some parts of the coun- 
try—for the secuion suvuth of the Potomac had 
enjoyed a remarkable exem)tion—he was per- 
miited to believe, was to secure the recharter of 
the bank. Sach must have been the design of the 
bauk; and the manner in which tie bill for the 
recharter was brought forward, and then laid over, 
certainly favored the idea. lt was brought for- 

| ward under an agonizing cry of distress, aud a 
| vehement appeal tor immediate relief from actual, 
insufferable distress. [t was thea laid down that 
it mught not interfere with another debate; that 
other debate came to a close in two days; then 
the bill which was fixed for the first of May, 
| was taken up to be fixed again for the 2lst of 
| April; and before the 21st of April came, a set of 
important elec ions will take place in the two great 
States of New York aud Virginia. Thus, after 
working the machinery of alarm for three months, 
and filling the Union with cries for the restoration 
of the deposites, the bank suddenly pres. nts a 
demand for a recharier; and then adjourns that 
demand, urgent as it might be, until certain im- 
portant elections were over. 
, Mr. B. remarked upon the political character of 
| this bank. He suid it was born a political insti- 
tution, and was the first measure of the Govern- 
ment to develop the line which so long and so 
distinctly marked the political parties of this coun- 
try. The creation of this bank went to the origin 
of party. It went to the source where parties 
should be formed—to principles,to great and fun- 
damental principles in the administration of the 
Government. I[t involved the question of con- 
structive and of granted powers; and was the 
entering wedge to all the implied powers after- 
| wards assumed by Congress. Prouibitory tariffs, 
| local internal improvement, and the whole Amer- 
He said the bank was the head 
of the American system; and if it was rechar- 
| tered, it would reéstablish that system in greater 
power and glory than it ever possessed. ‘That it 
would do so was proved (he said) by what it was 
| now doing, struggling for those deposites which 
were the fruit of the high tariff policy—struggling 
for money which many a gentleman held to have 
been unconstitutionaily levied, and therefore not 
levied at all, but taken tortuously. He warned 
gent'emen who were opposed to the American 


|| system, not now to ré-tablish this eldest and 
|| strongest member of that system; and which, if 


to $7}; all real estate fell 30 per cent.; 500 houses | 


were sus;ended in their erection; the rentuf money || 


rose to 1} percent. per month on the best paper; con- 


|| fidence destroyed ,manufactories stopped,workmen 


| dismissed, and the ruin of the country confidently 
creditor to whom the debt was due from Roger B. | 


predicted. This was the scene then; and for what 
object? Purely and simply to obtain a recharter 
of the bank! Purely and simply to force a re- 


| charter from the alarm and distress of the country; 


for there was no removal of deposites then to be 


| complained of, and to be made the scape-goat of a 


studied and premeditated attempt to operate upon 
Congress through the alarms of the people and the 
destruction of their property. There was not even 
a curtailment of discounts then. The whole scene 
was fictitious; but it was a case in which fiction 
does the mischief of truth. A false alarm in the 
money market produces all the effects of real dan- 
ger; and thus as much distress was proclaimed in 


|| Congress in 1811—as much distress was proved 


to exist, and really did exist, then ae now—with- 
out a single cause to be alleged then, which is 


i 


_reéstablished, would certainly set up the whole 
family again, especially that high tariff which fur- 
nished her with those surpluses of revenue, forthe 
keeping of which she now shows such an invin- 


cible inclination. 


Mr. B. remarked upon the resolution which 
_ spoke of the exclusion of the Government directors 
from a knowledge and participation in the affairs 
of the bank, for the purpose of reminding the 
American people that there were no Government 
directors at this time in the bank. The institution, 


|| in ite management, was now a mere private effuir, 


_ governed by the directors of the individual stock- 


|| holders, wielding and using the money, the name, 
|| thecharacter, and the influence of the U ited States, 


|| precisely as they pleased. The immense power 


|| which the Government had pat into the hands of 
|| the bank was now used independently of the Gov- 


ernment; and in the absence of directors, it became 
| a matter of the highest moment to the nenple to 
| have athorough investigation into the affairs of the 
| bank, to see how fur its tremendous powers had 
| been used for good or for evil, for favor or affec- 


alleged now. But the power and organization of || tion, for the relief or oppression of the American 
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people. Until that examination was made, and 
eeprcially in the absence and exclusion of the | 
Government directors, it was certainly an extra- | 
ordinary case of presumption for the bank to come | 
furward and demand a recharter. 
The equality of the State banks with the branches | 
of the F 
public moneys,as mentioned in one of the resolu- | 
tions, was next adveried to by Mr. B. He did it | 
for the purpose of remarking that the strong and | 
conclusive argument against the assumption that | 
the Federal bank was the Federal treasury, grow- 
ing out of the 14 h fundamental article of the con- | 
stitution of the bank, could no longer escape public | 
attention. The notice which was taken of it in such 
a meeting and such a place would ensure it a gen- 
eral and conspicuous regard in time to come. 
Mr. B referred to another of the resolutions, as | 
claiming a particular notice, because it had a ref- | 
erence to a great practical measure now depending | 
before the Senate, and which he hoped would end 
in legislative action. 1 was the one which related 
to the refurm of the currency —the real currency 
of the Constitution—by enlarging the epecie circu- 
lation and diminishing the paper circulation within | 
the United States. This was the true way to re- 
form the currency. Let Congress raise gold to its | 
just value, and restore it to its ancient place of cur- | 
rent money among the people; let it repeal all its | 
unwise, if not usconsti'utional laws against the | 
circulauon of foreign coins; let it get rid of ite own 
unwise legisiation,and permit the enterprise of the | 
people and the commerce of the country to take | 
their course, in bringing in coin, and the country | 
will immediately fill up with the precious metals. 
Small bank notes wil! become odious to everybody; | 
they will be suppressed by the power of the people | 
through the action of the Federal and State Legis- | 
latures; and labor will receive its appropriate | 
reward in a currency really sound, intrinsically | 
valuable, dependent upon no contingency for is 


safety, and susceptible of being used with due } 


regard to a beneficial economy. 
Mr. B had I.stened with great satisfaction to | 


the various declura:ions which had come from the |; 


other side of the Elouse, as to the prosperity of the | 


country previous to the removal of the deposites || 
A state of unparalleled felicity || 


in October last. 
and prosperity was affirmed to exis! in thecouniry. | 
The memorials which were introduced upon the | 
same side of the question were equally full, co- 

pious, and glowing, in describing the happiuess of 

the people, and the prosperity of their affairs, up 

to that period. According to all their representa- 

tions, a state of Arcadian felicity seemed to be 

prevailing up to that time in this country—in this | 
eaine country which, according to incessant pre- 
dictions for nine years, was te be covered with ruin 
and desolation if General Jackson was elected 
President. Mr. B. said it was not for so small 
an object as raising contrasts, or exciting disagree- 
able recoliections, that he referred to these proph- 
ecies, 80 profusely made, for so long a period, 
nnd now so publicly contradicted by the whole 
body of the prophets themselves. A higher and 
nobler object animated him—an object connected 
with the safety and the good of thecountry. He 
wished, by recalling the recollection of these un- 


fortunate predictions, to inspire distrust, if porsi- || 


ble, in those who make them; if not, in those who 
hear them. Those who have been so es 
mistaken, heretofore, ought to admit the possibil- 





ity of their being mistaken once more, and ehoulc || 
adhere with less confidence to their predictions of || 


ruin, if the Federal bank is allowed to expire; || 
| ital were divided among sundry State banks, the 


those who have heard these predictions, and be- 


lieved in them, and acted upon them, should now || 


be careful how they believe and act again upon | 
new prognostications from old sources which have | 
led them into so much errr heretofore. They | 
should hesitate before the y believe in a prediction | 
of ruin to the country, from the dissolution of this | 
bank, coming from the same prophets who so long | 
prophesied vuin to the country from the election 
of General Jackson, and who have been employed | 
for three months past in proclaiming the happi- 
ness of the country under his Administrauon. 
They will doubtless be as much mistaken in time 
to come, as they have been in time past; and | 
should no longer put faith in predictions which | 
have been so delusive and deceptious. 

Mr. B. then moved that the resolution be read, 








ederal bank as places of ceposite for the || 


|| quate substitute. 






|| printed, and take the usual reference to the Com- 


mittee on Finance. 
Me. BIBB said he was not actuated in the course 
which he should pursue by any question of renewal 


|| or otherwise of the charter of the Bank of the Uni- 


ted States; and since the gentieman from Missouri 
(Mr. Bewron} had suggested that the proposition 
to recharter tne bank had been permitted to sleep 
for three weeks to come, until certain important 
elections should have transpired, he would observe 
that if it hud a tendency to produce political effect 
on these events, a fair statement of facts should go 
forth, 
ing under the stricture of an embargo. He was 
here when the nation was disengaged from that 


From 1207 to 1811 the country was labor- | 
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April 3, 


value for it to the amount of one million and a half 
of dollars, besides other important advantages, it 


| wow found the bank unconstitutional, and were 


wacing « crusade against it which he did not and 
| could not approve of, aud which wasgin vivlation 
| of justice aud honesty. 
hiv. BENTON rose in brief wey to the Sena- 
t 


‘tor from Kentucky, (Mr. Biss] Ele said that he 
| hoped he had kept himself buch within the bounds 
| of truth and aaph vege eee b speere to what he had 
| said relative to the deferred recharier bill. That 
bill was certainly brought forward under a great 
press of ees immediate actiou—to 
relieve the distresses of the country. After some 
debate, it was laid on the table until the first of 


policy, and when a war was the result. In conse- || May, that its discussion might not interfere with a 


quence of this, the money market was reduced, 
and upon the going down of the old bank in the 
I.mited state of the circulation, a severe pressure 
was felt. This the gen'leman attri uted to a fic- 
tiuous alarm, which he |Mr. Biss} knew to bea 
mistake, for great distress did im fact and verity 
exist, a distress which was felt by the property 
holders from one end of the country to the other. 
And whut succeeded? Wegotrid of the old bank, 
but in 18 place we had a litter of State banks sub- 
stituted, which, like the blood of the Hydra in 
fabulous history, when it was shed, many [ydras 
sprang up trom it, and which have been increasing 
to this day. And the great question was, how 
were wetocounteractit. The proposition ailuded 
to, to lay the bill to recharter the bank on the table, 


was not made with a design to cover this or that || 


election, but because the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetis found he could not get on with the bill; 


| he discovered that the mujority was against it, 


and, like a prudent general, he moved to luy it on 
the table himself. Whenthe war of 1812 closed, 


the bank was chartered, and the gentleman from | 


Missouri said that it was a political bank. Aud 
who made the war but the great body of politi- 


| looking at the votes of those who made the bank, 


majority of those who professed to beS ate-rights 
men, it could not have gone into operation. The 
bank was made by the Republican party, and by 
a Republican President; it was not sustained by 


any paper-money sy*tem,and those who sustained | 


it heid the stock of the Government. The patron- 


| the patronageofthe bank. Thestock of thelank, 
as of all other banks, would make its way, and be 
held by the rich and wealthy mem who desire to 
live on the interest of their money; and the Board 
of Directors, of course, if chosen from among the 


|| stockholders, will be composed of such men. 


Mr. B. disclaimed any friendship to the United 
States Bank, and also to the State institurions. He 
_beleved the whole system was vicious in its na- 
ture, liable to convulsions, storms, and tempests, 
putting it in the power of men, ty alternate issues 


| and contractions of bank paper, to bring ruin and 


destruction on the community; and therefore, 
| instead of rechartering the Uniced State- Bank as 
| a permanent system, he thought we ought to turn 
| our attentidn to a much greater evil—the checking 
| of the pauper system; not rashly, tecause honest 
men were in possession of the paper for value 
| given. Wotothe Government who should knock 
, down suddenly and without providing an ade- 
He had no design to defend the 
Unned States Bank, but he thought whenever gen- 


ought to rearember that if the same amount of cap- 


same influence would be produced by them as was 
| now produced by that bauk, and to a greater ex- 
| tent. The effect was as inseparable as the shadow 
| from the substance. And if the indications of the 
extraordinary increase of banks in all quarters 
| were not soon checked, he thought it would be 
| necessary for Congress to enforce the provision in 
| the Constitution, which prevents the States from 

issuing bills of credit, or a necessary consequence 
| would be general bankruptcy. By being in favor 
| of the restoration of the deposites, he was not in 
| favor of the bank. He proceeded on the impe- 

rious obligation imposed on every individual citi- 


| zen to be honest, to do justice, and to comply with | 


| his engagements; and when the Government had 
| made an engagement with the bank, and received 


| 


cians to whom he [Mr. Diss] then belonged? On || 


he discovered that without the concurrence of a || 


{ 
! 


| 


tlemen objected to the power of the bank, they || 


debate of priororigin. The debate, of prior origin, 
ceased in two days; and then the recharter biil 
was cal'ed up, not for action—that imm: diate action 
which the distresses of the country were supposed 
| to require when it was first brought forward—but 
| to be fixed for discussion for the 21st of April, a 
| period of time which would certainly cover im- 
| portant elections in the two great States of Vir- 
giniaand New York. It wasnotfor him (Mr B.) 
| to assign movives for this delay; it was sufficient 
| that he should state facts; but he might be permit- 
ted to suggest a doubt as to the correctness of the 
| motive assigned by the mover of the bid, by the 


| Senator fiom Kentucky, (Mr. Biss.] That Sen- 


ator supposed it was from a conviciiun of the im- 
| possibility of getting his bill through, that he had 
delayed 11; he (Mr. B_) thought the contrary; tor 
_ the natural consequence of sucn a conviction would 

have been to move the indefinite postporement of 
| his bill; at all events to let it remain at the later 
| period to which it was already fixed, namely, first 
of May; but he had shortened that period; he had 
fixed it fur an earlier day; and that certaily indi- 
cated, not a conviction that he should lose the bill, 
but a hope that he should carry it. 

In the allusion which he had made to the politi- 
cal character of the Bank of the United States, 
| Mr B. did not refer to the party designations of 
_theday. They were too much qualified by ephem- 

eral and subaltern distinctions, to stand for na- 
| tional denommations. He did not use the term 
Federal or Kepublican; for, in these times, those 
terms have | ost their siynification—thev no longer 


|| indicate the true original grounds of the national 
age of the Government went hand in hand with || 


parues—those grounds which were worthy to 
| divide a nation—grounds on which patriots stocd 
‘and patriots divided in 179]—grounds which 
| went to the fundamental principles of the action of 
the Governmen , and which drew the great line 
between those who were for a government of con- 
structive powers and delegated powers. The politcal 
gramina:( Mr B. said) was vow strangely confused. 
Many men have got into wrong places. They 
| wear the name of one party, and act on the prin- 
ciple of the other. Parties, as the Senator from 
South Carolina who sat farthest to his left [Mr. 
Pre:ton| had well said—the desciipiion was 
| meant for only one party—were now strangely che- 
er tee were ring-streaked and speckled. 

his was their state now; but this bank question, 
carrying all back to the year 1791—ascending to 
| the true fountain of party distinction—would set 
| all right, and come back to the two plain colors, 
which would be a true index to every one’s politi- 
cal principles. Bank or no bank will be the ques- 
tion for years to come. That question wil in- 
| valve the question of constructive and delegated 
powers; it would involve the question (Wr. B. 
| believed) of Constitution or no Constitution; for 
| the construction which could let in this bank, with 
‘all its various breaches of the Constuution, would 
_make a breach in it wide enough to let in every 
| other unconstitutional measure which the varying 
times, and the passions, or interests, of parties 
| might seem to require. Mr. B. then read an ex- 
| tract from a speech of a son of Virginia, and a 
| son-in law of Mr. Jefferson, made at the attempt- 
_ed renewal of the first bank charter, to confirm 
and establish the political importance, and the no- 
| liucal character which he had ascribed to the Uni- 
ted States Bank. It was the speech of the late 


| Mr. Eppes, and was a valuable piece cf historical 
|| truth and political doctrine. 


‘© Tie charter of the bank was granted in 1791. 





‘On this great measure, the two great parties 
‘were, for the first time, arrayed against each 
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‘other. It was at that time considered a pantry 
‘quesTION, inasmuch as it involved the very 
‘PRINCIPLES on which the parties divided, 
‘to wit! DELEGATED powers and CONSTRUCTIVE 
‘powers. Uufortunately for his country, General 
* WASHINGTON, On this occasion, took side with | 
‘the Feperauists. Thecreation of a MONEYED IN- 
‘ TEREST, CONNECTED with the GovERNMENT, Was 
‘a favornue measure of those who were willing 
‘to ingraft energy on the Constitution, and was 
‘warmly opposed by the party unwilling to add, | 
‘by CONSTRUCTION, the extraneous right of a 
‘MONEYED capital, to a Constituiiun, considered, | 
‘on a fair construction, sufficiently energetic. 
‘ The defeat of General St. Clair took place in the 
‘November following the establishment of the 
‘bank; and the subsequent pisasters of the In- || 
‘dian war, by increasing the wants of the Gov- || 
‘ ernment, drew more closely the ties of connexion || 
‘between the FeperaL party and the BANK. 
‘Through all the periods of the Federa) Admin- 

‘istration, this MONEYED POWER was their |' 
‘SHIELD and ther SWORD.” 

Mr. SILSBEE moved to have the names to the 
memorial printed. 

Mr. BEN'LON observed that the proceedings || 
which he had introduced were the resolutions of 
the meeting. They were duly signed by the pres- || 
ident and secretaries. A letter to himself, from 
the same gentleman, stated the number at the 
meeting to be estimated at seven thousand, name- 
ly, five thousand within the walls of the building, 
and two thousand without. 

The resolutions were then read, ordered to be 
printed, and referred. 

Mr. McKEAN presented a memorial from the 
Commissioners of the Northern Liberties, praying 
that the boundaries of the port of entry of Phila- 
delphia may be extended, so as to comprehend 
those Liberties; which was referred to the Com- 
mitiee on Commerce. 

Mr. McK EAN offered the following resolution, 
which was agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Pensions be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of grant- 
ing relief to Ann Holland, widow of Thomas || 
Holland, a revolutionary soldier, deceased. | 

Mr. WRIGEIT gave notice that he should to- || 
morrow, as soon as he could obtain the floor, || 
move the Senate take up his motion for leave to || 
introduce the report of the minority of the select || 
committee, to whom was referred the credentials | 
of the Hon. Messrs. Rossins and Potter fora | 
seat upon the fl-or of the Senate. 

Mr. WRIGHT moved that the Senate proceed | 
to executive business; which, upon a division, || 
was lost. 

The Senate then proceeded to the 


SPECIAL ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


The bill for the relief of the heirs and legal rep- 
resentatives of Moses Shepherd, deceased, was, on 
motion of Mr. CLAYTON, laid upon the table. || 

The resolution of Mr. POINDEXTER, author- 
izing the preparation of manuscript maps of the |! 
country in which public lands lie, was taken up || 
and adopted. 

The resolution of Mr. McKEAN, relative to a || 
revolutionary claim, was adopted. 

The report a d resolution of the Committee on 
the Judiciary upon pension agencies, was, on mo- || 
tion of Mr. CLAYTON, laid upon the table, and | 
made the order of the day for Tuesday next. 

_Mr. WEBSTER’S biil relating to French spo- || 
liations prior to 1800, was, on motion of Mr. 
WRIGHT, laid on the table. 

The bill repealing the act commonly called the 
force bill, was, on motion of Mr. CALHOUN, 
laid upon the table, with an intimation that he 
would call it up hereafter. 

The bill for the relief of Elihu Hall Bay and | 


| 





‘ 





| 








in aiding in the transportation of produce to mar- 
| ket. Now, this money was taken away and de- 


of Alabama, to confine the location of the claims | 

to the State of Louisiana, was taken by yeas and | 

nays, and dost, || posited only in those local banks where the raoney 
| YEAS—Messrs. Black, Forsyth, Hil!, King of |, was collected. We, in the West, are therefore 
| Alabama, Moore, Morris, Robinson, Shepley, || utterly deprived of the use of our own mouey as 
| White, Wright—10. || banking capital. Mr. A. said he would now look 

_ NAYS—Messrs. Brown, Calhoun, Clay, Fre- || at the political aspect of this question. He under- 
linghuysen, Hendricks, Kane, King of Georgia, || stood the Secretary of the Treasury to maintain 
| Knight, Leigh, Linn, Mangum, Poindexter, Por- || that he was not the efficer of Congress or the peo- 
_ter, Prentiss, Preston, Robbins, Silsbee, Swift, || ple, but of the President; that he was bound to 
| Smith, Soughard, Tipton, Tomlinson, Tallmadge, || discharge the duties of the office according to the 
| Waggaman.—24. | directions of the President. He had always sup- 
Mr. MOORE offered an amendment modifying || posed it to be a vital principle that the people 
| the amendment of Mr. KING of Alabama, upon | Should have the control of their own money, &c. 
| which the yeas and nays were ordered. | After some remarks on this point, Mr. A. con- 





| and Canals. 


| In 1791 there were three banks, now there were | 


| before us as to the regulation of our funds through | 





others, was taken up, when a long and desultor 
debate occurred, in which Messrs. POINDEX- 
TER, BLACK, CLAYTON, MOORE, PRES- 
TON, CALHOUN, PORTER, KANE, LINN, 
and KING, of Alabama, participated. 

Mr. BLACK moved to lay the bill upon the 
table. Lost— 

Ayes 14, noes 14; the chair (occupied by Mr. 
SILSBEE) deciding in the negative. 

The debate was further continued, when the 
question upon anamendment offered by Mr. KING 


YEAS—Messrs. Black, Forsyth, Hill, King of | cluded, and 


Alabama, King of Georgia, Mvore, Morris, Shep- 
ley, White, Wright—10. 

NAY3— Messrs. Brown, Calhoun, Clay, Fre- || 
linghuysen, Elendricks, Kane, Kent, Leigh, Linn, || 
Mangum, Poindexter, Porter, Prentiss, Preston, | 
Robbins, Silsbee, Smith, Southard, Swift, Tipton, 
Tomlinson—21. 

The question on ordering the bill to a third 
reading was then taken, and agreed to. 

The bill for the relief of Hiram A. Hunter was 
read a third time and passed. 

The bill authorizing the Governors of the sev- 
eral States to transmit, by mail, legislative docu- 
ments and reports, bouund and unbound, was, on 
motion of Mr. PORTER, laid upon the table. 

On motion of Mr. CLAY, 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuurspay, “pril 3, 1831. 
Mr. WHIT TLESEY, of Onio, reported a bill 


granting compensation for losses incurred during || 
the late war; which was read twice, and madethe | 
special order of the day for the 11th instant. 


Mr. CHANEY, from the Committee on Pen- || 
sions, reported a bill granting a pension to Wil- 
liam Wilges. Read twice and committed. 

Mr. E. EVERETT, from the Committee on || 
Foreign Relations, reported a bill making compen- || 
sation for certain diplomatic services, and for other || 
purposes. Read twice and committed to the Com- | 
mittee of the Whole on the State of the Union. || 

Mr. H. EVERETT obtained leave to present 
a petition; which was referred. 

Mr. CLAY, by leave of the House, presented 
the memorial of the Tennessee Canal Commission- | 
ers, asking further aid for the accomplishment of | 
that work, and some modifications 6f the grant; | 
which was referred to the Committee on Roads 








The House resumed the consideration of the | 
resolution respecting the public deposites, sub- 
mitted by Mr. Marois. 


Mr. CHILTON ALLAN resumed his remarks 
in opposition to the resolution. The question 
which arose in ’9] as to the constitutionality of | 
employing bank agency in the fiscal affuirs of the 
Government, was no longer a subject of dispute. 





four hundred and fity. The President assumes 
that bank agency is necessary. The Secretary of | 
the Treasury assumes the indispensable necessity | 
of bank agency. All parties procee! on the as- 
sumption that bank agency is necessary. It was 
no longer a question whether such agency should 
be employed; the question now was, which de- 
partment of the Government should create and 
employ such agencies. Another question was | 





our fiscal agent, in such manner as to give cer- 
tainty and stability to our revenue. After treating 
this point briefly, Mr. A. passed to another posi- 
tion, that the public funds ought to furnish capital 
to the people. Eight millions was the amount of 
public funds generally on hand, and that far con- 
stituted banking capital. Through the agency of 
the Bank of the United States that capital was 
equally distributed, as it oughttobe. Being paid 
by all it should be used for the benefit of all. The 
valley of the Mississippi was entitled to one fourth 
of the sum, and it was essential to its prosperity, 








Mr. CORWIN obtained the floor. 

Mr. WHITE, of Louisiana, moved the suspen- 
sion of the rules of the House, in order to move 
that the House be called for the presentation of 
petitions from twelve to one o’clock, beginning the 
call at the extreme South. 

The question was divided at the request of Mr. 
PARKER, and the motion was put and lost. 

The House resumed the consideration of the 
bill ** to provide for the settlement of certain revo- 
lutionary claims.’’ 

Mr. MARSHALL continued and concluded his 
remarks in support of the bill, and in reply to the 
speeches of Mesars. PIERCE, of New Hamp- 
shire, VANDERPOEL, and GILMER. 

Mr. BAYLIES obtained the floor. 


THE DEPOSITE~ AND UNITED STATES BANK. 


The House, at one o’clock, resumed the con- 
sideration of the resolutions reported from the 
Committee of Ways and Means, together with 
the amendment offered by Mr. Witpe, declaring 
the reasons given by the Secretary of the Treasury 
for removing the deposites to be insufficient and 


| unsatisfactory. 


Mr. EIARDIN resumed, and expressed his 
regret that he had been compelled to detain the 
House with his remarks, but he would endeavor 
to detain them as little as possible. [t was not his 
intention to have discussed at large the reasons of 
the Secretary for removing the deposi‘es; but he 
would nowdoso. Heconcluded that the matters 
stated in relation to the three per cent. stock had 
been brought forward in a spirit rather to brow- 
beat and insult Congress, than to illuminate the 
Democracy of thecountry. He treated the charge 
that the bank had not complied with its charter, 
by having its business done by the medium of sub- 
agents, or exchange committees, as perfectly ridic- 
ulous, to be urged as an argument, when the bank 
was empowered by its by-laws to delegate such 
functions to those committees. The complaint that 
these Government directors were not placed on the 
exchange committee, was not deserving of con- 


|| sideration, when it must berecollected that this 


appointment was by law vested in the bank. They 
could not, or should not, he contended, appoint to 
such places of trust those in whom they had not 
confidence; and surely no person wou'd stand up 
and say that these directors could be considered 
anything but spies, obeying the orders of the 
Kitchen Cabinet. These directors had undertaken 
to do the drudgery required from them; and he 
could not therefore see that they had any right to 
complain that they were not elevated into high 
places from the low offices which he considered 
they had voluntarily chosen to fulfil. 

Mr. H. animadverted with much severity on 
the act of removal, as having produced distress of 
unparalleled magnitude, which was at present 
raging in the cities amongst the comniercial world, 
but which would finally extend to a fourfold degree 
into the interior of the country. He condemned 
the assumption of this power of removal, when 
unsustained by any strong grounds, as trenchin 
upon the high privileges conferred by the Consti- 
tution on the House of Representatives, who alone 
had the right to place it where they pleased—in 
custom-houses or banks, and from which, when 
so placed, he argued, that it should not, in the lan- 
guage used in another place, ever be attempted *‘ to 
be scooped out.” The doctrines of the member 
from Georgia [Wr. Gitmer] on this point, he con- 
sidered untenable in principle, and he maintained 
that the people, having in the free Government of 
England, always claimed the right of withholding 
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or granting supplies, it had been productive to (| it, If, however, the charge then made was not machine contributed to the establishment of 
them of much goud, aud he woulu ask the member || sustained by sufficient evidence, this would doubt- || empire; and he would remark, if ever it sho 


from G-orgia, tf he was prepared to abandon it 
in this country ? 

He acknowledged that General Jackson had,in 
the displey of talents, done great se vice to his 
country hithertu, tur which he was deservedly 


popular; bat he contended that this very popu- 


larity ,an attendant upon the military success which 
crowned hia wich glory, ought rather to muke the 
people view his conduct in a spirit of jealousy, 
than of blind devouon to his wishes. The his- 
tory of ail countries showed the dangerous conse- 
quences arising from intrusting power, too much 
power,in the hands of those wnom success in war 
generally left despots over the free inetiutions 
which they were bound to protect. The state- 
ment mn defence of the President, that we were 
respected abroad, had no weight with him in any 
argument upon a subject connected with ther gu 
lation of our internal affursa, fo the state of vur 
internal affuira there was but too much to awaken 
the jealous spirit which should ever actuate a 
people who desired to transmit to their posterity 
the rich inheritance they had received from their 
ancestors, 

Fle ulieged that the great principles upon which 
Geverai Juckson was brought into vffice had been 
altogetner violated. Instead of retrenchment, there 
wus lavish expenditure; offices had been increased 
instead of being abolished; and more than all, for 
the charge alleged aga. nst Mr. Adams, that he had 
put into ofli_e improperly members of Cor gress, 
the present Chief Magistrate was more obnoxious 
to it than any other President who had preceded 
him. The liberty of the press never had been 
invaded until the present Administration came into 


So si This was not invaded by attacks upon it, | 


ut was undermined by the patronage given to 
those who directed it. A deadly attack had been 
made upon that which should have been left as free 
asthe air they breathe—the right of free su frage— 
which had been accomplished by proseribing those 
who voted against, and rewarding those who voted 
for, the favorites of the Government. Efforts had 
been made by the official organs of the Government 
to devrade the Legislature itself in the eyes of the 
people. Congress were charged by the President 
with being corrupt—this was read to the Cabi- 
niet. : 

They were told—what was a poor compliment to 
the House— hat there was some danger in leaving 
the money power of the Government: to its proper 
guardians, the next Congress; and this was given 
as a reason for instantaneous action, Wat were 
the usual steps taken to acquireand concentrate all 
power into the hands of one, if they were not 
measures such as. these? What measures, he 
inquired, could better effect this object than the cry 
raised, ** that one man, the President, is the man 
for the Democracy of New York, of Pennsylvanie?”’ 
But who are the Democracy? Are,they not the 
freemen, the republicans of the United States? 
All these things induced him to feel a foreboding 
of great evil. Lie, however, rejoiced that the States 
were at length taking the alarm; and, although he 
would disclaim all personal reflections upon Gen- 
eral Jackson, he considered that all his faults might 
be attributed more to a too great devotion to his 
friends, and to their machinations, than to anything 
else. He considered that they were all members 
of one grent family, and that they should consult 
the interes's of the country rather than the wishes 
of any man. 

ly conclasion, Mr. H. would say that, in sub- 
mitting these remarks, he was solely induced todo 
ao by a sense of what he felt to be his duty, and 
from a desire to induce the Elouse to reflect upon the 


present situetion of thecountry. For, as had been || 


heretofore said by a great and good man, if but 
one mind was brought to.reflection upon it, he 
would be satisfied. 

Mr McDUFF'IE roseand said that the member 
from Tennessee [Mr. Pork] was pleased to com- 
plain that, on a former occasion, when he ad- 
dressed them on this subject, he had brought a 
grave charge against the President, of having per- 

etrated an act of oppression, by which the Pres- 
ident of the United States had trampled into dust 
the rights of orphans and of others—which charge 
(he said) was unsustained; and so seeming to 


regard it, he had declined making any answer to 


| Strange, then, as it may sound to loyal ears, he || 


less redound the more to the hunor of the person | 
against whom it was preferred. He would, how- | 
ever, endeavor now to supply that evidence—tne | 
deviderata required. But betore he would proceed | 
ww du av, be asked their indulgence fur a few mo- | 
ments, that he might explain the course which be 


had pursued. Before he left South Carulina, he 


thought he could perceive some symptoms of a || 


disposition.on the part of the President, to a course | 
of action which, if sanctioned, must ultimately | 
prove subversive of the Constitution. 
ap apprehension of this, that his opening remarks | 
were made; and rather as a skirmishing a.tack on 
the outposts of the enemy in his front, 1 order to 
compel them to come out from behind their in- | 


trenchments, expose their position, and take their || 


Ine of battle in the open field. In this he had been, | 
he felt, successful. The honorable member from 
Tennessee did come out boldly and manfally, took 
his position, and, whatever views he might enter- 
tuin of his generalship, he was ready to bear testi- 
mony that the position which he had assumed was | 
tne only one he could assume, without leaving | 
unprotected and undefended the very part which | 
« was his du'y to defend. But, havi. g done so, 
with a tact acd skill and zeal worthy of a beuer 
cause, he prudenily retreated beiind his intrench- | 
ments, under cover of the previous gq iestion, to | 
see, according to signal, what reinforcements were 
to be expected from the Pennsylvania line. Then, 
having ascertained this, he again comes from be 
hind his intrenchnoy nts, not, however, to assume 
the old position which he had abandoned, but to 
form an entirely new line of battle. In this new 
move, however, he wes met with corresponding 
skill by the member from Georgia, [Mr. Wipe, } 
whose motion must compet him to a sume that 
original position, unless he would a second time 
feel that the beter part of valor was discretion, 


It was from }| 
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—w ee, 


the 


uld 
come to puss that the President was assassinated, 


he wou'd be the last Preswent cone tturionaliy 
elected. Let the President of the Unned Sines 
have a fai’, and if possivle, an imporial rel. He 
now stands arraigned before the people of the Uni- 
ted S ates, who now sit in judg.uent upon him, 
and from whom he was sure he wou'd not take an 
appeal, as it was his practice to appeal from other 
trivunals. Ic was charged that the President, be- 
ing moved and seduced by wicked miscreants and 
evil counsellors, without proper regard for the 
Constitution and the laws, has assuined power 
belonging to another branch of the Government, 
had contemned the authority of the Legislature, and 
had pursued a course having the certain and fatal 
tendency to subvert liberty, and exhi' it, for the 
first time, to the world the pulitical paradox of a 
constitutional despotism. 

M. MgD. satd ne would exhibit evidence of the 
fact thai the President had designed to assume a 
posiuon which would tend to the complete sub- 
version of the princi)/es of the Constitution. In 
the first place, he would say, that it had never hap- 
pened that the people had occasion to examine and 
limit the extent of executive power. In all ages 
the best precedents had been esta! lished in the 
worst reigns. Magna Charta was obtained in the 
reign of the basest and meanest of the Kings of 
England. He hoped that executive power in this 
country would fiad its limits during the Presidency 
of the most seli-willed, obsunate, and encroaching 
The postion to which he 
alluded as havjng been assumed by the President 
he would proceed to esta!lish. In the official jour- 








, nal, soon after the removal of the deposites, ap- 


and would again return behind his intrenchments, || 


for a similar protecuon, However, having thus 
given the condition of the question before the 
tlouse, and the proceeding of the member from 
Tennessee, in military figures—for which he asked 
their pardon—he would proceed to supply those | 


deficiencies which that honorable member was so"), 
_ kind as to point out. 


He had, with much attention, listened to the 


appeared to be covered with monumental beacons, | 
conveying at every step lessons of wisdom, he | 


ventured to assert that there was,in no history of || 


it 


any nation, one ip which the progress of the usur- 
paiion of the Executive upon the other branches | 
of the Government was more sapid, more bold, or 
more successful, than had been witnessed in the 
United States for the last fifteen months. The last 
of the Tarquins had been expelled from the throne 
of his ancestors, and Cherles Ist, and Louis 16 h 
were condemned and executed under charges made | 
against them, wi h only « difference of modifica- | 
tion, of having subverted the fundamental laws of | 
their respective coun'ries, and trying to subvert 
the supreme power, which vested in their Senates. | 


| would assert that the prowf of those charges, for 


| which one monarch was banished, and two others 


bring back the spirit of their free institutions to 


executed, was not made more conclusive against 
them than similar charges were against the Presi- 
cent of the United States, who was borne into his | 
elevated office pledged to reform—pledged to re- | 
cover the lost rights of the States, and pledged to 


their primitive state. God forbid, however, that 
in these allusions there should be any idea that he 
had a desire that the President should meet for 
conduct similar to that on their parta similar fate. | 
No, he thanked his God we lived in an age and a 
country where its punishments were not conceived 
in a spirit of vengeatrice. 

Mr. McD. alluded to a subject which (he ssid) 


peared an article, which he read, expressing the 
Opinion that the power over the deposites was not 
legislative, nor judicial, but executive; and being 
executive in its character, Congress could not vest 
it in any branch but the executive. To show that 


| this opinion was not accidental, he went on to say, 


that it had received the support of the chairman of 
the Committee of Ways and Means, and he read 


| several ex racts from his speech which (he said) 


supported this official exposition of the extent of 
executive power. But, that there might be no 


| doubt on the subject, he would advert to the opin- 


(ion expressed in tie speech of the gentleman 
debates; and after surveying the whole field, which | 


from New York, [Mr. Bearpsey,) extracts from 
which he read. With uw felicitous confusion of 
ideas, the gentleman went on, combining two ques- 
tions as d.ffe ent from each other as light from 
darkness, and stated that Congress could neither 
del. gate its power nor exercise it by agency. In 
the Senate the same doctrines were maintained by 
a Senator from Virginia, [Mr. Rives.}] Such was 
the evidence, the proof which he adduced to them 
that the President had asserted politieal doctrines 
which bivtted out from the Constitution all the 
powers in it except the executive power. The 
clause in the Constitution which was relied upon 


| to main‘ain this odious and revolting heresy, so far 


from vesting ell power in the President, im fact 
vested in Lim no power at all. In the President 
shall be vesied executive power. What power? 
All power? This sim le clause, intended asa sort 


| of title-page, had been construed to confer greater 


and more extensive executive powers than were 
ever exercised by any monarch under the sun, for 
there had been no monerch whose power had not 
limit. The gentleman from New York had given 
us reason to hope that if we were tricked out of 
our liberties, it would be according to the most ap- 
proved and practived modes. The interest of the 
people was to be the President’s excuse for every 
measure. Thesyllogism presented was this: take 
any power, and say it is not legislative nor judicial, 


| and therefore it must be execu'ive. The executive 


_ is made the residuary legatee of all other power. 


_ had given him great pain—the publication of let- |, 
| ters in the« flicial journal threatening the President | 


of the United Siates with assassination. 
_ barely possible that some misguided man might 
| suppose that the President would be iwfluenced by 


It was 


alarm to change his course; but the threat de- 


| served reprobation only inferior to the reprobation 


i 


due to the design of rendering such threats sub- 


No tnbunal is to be consulted in reference to the 
legality of the testament. The executive is judge 
of the extent of its own powers, and consequently 
of the extent of the powers of nll the other branches 
of the Government. Every State consti'ution has 
the same words, from which it is attempted to in- 


| vest the President with absolute power. 1) Virg nia 


there is but a shadow of executive power; bot bir 


| constitu’ ior, provides that the executive power shall 


be vested in a Governor. In South Carolina the 


servient to the designs of ambition. The infernal || Governor has not the power to make or unmake a 





Pe 


